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(Thread) Impeachment 201  
 
“If we decide to report articles of impeachment,” Nadler
said Monday, “we could get to that late in the fall. . .”  

 
 
Take out your notebooks. It's time Impeachment 201, the
advanced course.

Nadler: Judiciary panel could recommend articles of impeachment by l…
"If we decide to report articles of impeachment, we could get to that late in the fall,
in the latter part of the year," Nadler says.

https://politi.co/2OEk5yp

1/ Here's the elementary course:

 

 

The Constitution gives the basics. The House of Representatives . . . shall have the

sole power of impeachment. (Art. I, Sec. 2) 

 

Both the House and Senate make their own rules governing procedure.

How Impeachment Works - Musing about law, books, and politics
There’s confusion about how impeachment works. Impeachment isn’t the same as
removal. People, for example, are calling for the immediate impeachment of Trump
[and Pence] because “we can’t allow” his …

https://terikanefield-blog.com/how-impeachment-works/
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2/ A president can be impeached for treason, bribery, and “high crimes and

misdemeanors,” a technical term borrowed from British law.  

 

The term evidently made sense to the framers of the Constitution, but subsequent

generations find it rather, well, vague.

Impeachment | US House of Representatives: History, Art & Archives
“The President, Vice President and all Civil Officers of the United States, shall be
removed from Office on Impeachment for, and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or
other high Crimes and Misdemeanors…

https://history.house.gov/Institution/Origins-Development/Impeachment/

3/ Since being formed in 1813, the Judiciary Committee has jurisdiction over

impeachments.  

 

They decide what it means.  

 

Members can introduce impeachment resolutions, or the House can initiate

proceedings by passing a resolution authorizing an inquiry.

4/ 121 House Democrats are now in favor of opening an Impeachment inquiry.  

Jon Cooper
@joncoopertweets

BREAKING: We have a majority of the Dem Caucus and the 
dam is breaking — with @RepCarbajal, 121 House members are 
now supporting an impeachment inquiry!  
 
See the full list here: bit.ly/2Y0WhIz. If your Rep isn't listed, call 
them at 202-224-3121! secure.actblue.com/donate/members…

121 and Counting: Help us urge members to call for an impeac…
The only way to get Congress to act is to individually lobby each
member.
secure.actblue.com
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That isn’t enough to impeach.  

 

It isn’t clear to me that the Judicial Committee has to wait until a majority of the

House wants the inquiry, but waiting seems prudent.

2,248 6:48 PM - Aug 2, 2019

1,092 people are talking about this

5/ Imagine starting impeachment proceedings, and the House votes no and doesn't

impeach. 

 

Trump will gloat and declare himself exonerated. 

 

It seems like the House Dems want more on board, which House leaders imply may

happen when they have more hard evidence in their hands.

6/ Next: If the committee opens an inquiry, evidence is gathered and presented.  

 

(Pretty much what they’re doing now, without calling it an Impeachment Inquiry.

Why avoid calling it an inquiry? See:

)

Impeachment: What's in a Name? - Musing about law, books, and politi…
The House Judiciary Committee moved to obtain secret grand jury materials from
Special Counsel Mueller’ report in federal court, arguing that they need the
information to decide whether to impeach Pr…

https://terikanefield-blog.com/impeachment-whats-in-a-name/

7/ When the Judiciary Committee is ready, the committee members vote on

Resolutions of Impeachment, which includes Articles of Impeachment listing the

grounds for impeachment. 

 

These are presented to the full House of Representatives for a vote.

8/ If a majority votes yes, the president is impeached. 

 

The House selects Managers to act as prosecutors in the Senate.  

 

"The Senate shall have the sole to power try all impeachments." (Art I, sec. 3)

https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/constitution-transcript

9/ The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court presides over the trial and rules on

questions of procedure. 

 

The president is served a summons and the Articles of Impeachment. 
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The trial begins.  

 

Each side presents evidence, cross-examines witnesses, and present closing

statements.

10/ Only the Chief Justice can put the matter to a vote in the Senate. 

 

At the conclusion of the trial, the Senate goes into a closed session and deliberates. 

 

A vote is called.  

2/3 of the Senate is needed to remove the president from office. 

 

Good luck with that, right?

11/ Once upon a time, when I was naive (last year) I thought if the evidence was

compelling enough, the Senate would convict and remove Trump from office. 

 

Now I've watched how the GOP treated the Cohen and Mueller hearings, and—let’s

just say— I have doubts.

12/ To avoid the spectacle of Trump being acquitted in the Senate and declaring

himself exonerated, @tribelaw suggests impeaching but not giving the matter to the

Senate. 

 

@tribelaw says to let the House findings stand, but don’t try in the Senate. 

Washington Post: Breaking News, World, US, DC News & Analysis
Breaking news and analysis on politics, business, world national news,
entertainment more. In-depth DC, Virginia, Maryland news coverage including
traffic, weather, crime, education, restaurant revie…

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/impeach-trump-but-dont-necessarily-try-him…

@tribelaw 13/ I have doubts about this.  

 

During the Mueller hearings, the GOP made the point that accusing a person without

giving him a chance to clear his name in an open trial was highly unfair and put a

“cloud” over that person’s head. 

Robert Mueller's testimony before Congress: Full transcript
Read the testimony of former special counsel Robert Mueller after questioning by
lawmakers about possible obstruction of justice by Trump and the 2016 Russia
Investigation.
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Moreover. . .

g

https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/congress/full-transcript-robert-mueller-house-commit…

@tribelaw 14/ Constitution says that the Senate “tries” all impeachments (thus a

trial), so it seems to me impeachment is an accusation, and the trial the resolution of

the accusation.  

 

Indicting (accusing) a person without allowing a trial seems problematic and a due

process violation.

@tribelaw 15/ Dellinger answers the question of whether McConnell can prevent

block the impeachment from going to trial. He doesn’t think so. 

 

I don’t see why the GOP would want that. Having watched the GOP performance at

the Mueller and Cohen hearings. . .

walter dellinger
@walterdellinger

1) An argument against a House vote to impeach is that 
McConnell would prevent the matter from even coming before 
the Senate (see "Garland").  I'm not sure that is his decision. The 
Constitution makes the Chief Justice the presiding officer in 
presidential impeachments.

50 7:37 PM - Aug 4, 2019

20 people are talking about this

@tribelaw 16 . . . it seems to me they'd rather have a trial, present their "evidence"

and "defenses"⤵do some grandstanding, and declare Trump exonerated. 

 

They'll also declare that the "real" criminals are the investigators.  

Teri Kanefield
@Teri_Kanefield

(Thread) Trump's legal "defenses" 
 
As we move toward impeachment, Team Trump seems to have 
settled on Trump's legal "defenses."  
 
They were neatly laid out by the House GOP in Mueller Judiciary 
Committee hearing.nbcnews.com/politics/congr…  
Here's what to expect (and we should do).
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417 people are talking about this

Robert Mueller's testimony before Congress: Full transcript
Read the testimony of former special counsel Robert Mueller after
questioning by lawmakers about possible obstruction of justice by
nbcnews.com

@tribelaw 17/ In other words, don't expect a Senate trial to look like normal trial.  

 

If removed from office via the Impeachment-Senate removal process, the President is

still subject to indictment, trial, judgement and punishment according to the law.

(Art. 1, Sec. 3)

@tribelaw 18/ That means he can be tried in criminal court after being removed from

office. 

 

If not impeached, he can still be indicted in regular court because the Senate trial is

not a criminal matter and hence there is no double jeopardy.

@tribelaw 19/ Someone will say: “If they called it an impeachment inquiry, it'll be

easier to get evidence.” 

 

Not really. “Some legal experts have argued that the House might have a stronger

legal position” if they called it impeachment.

What Powers Does a Formal Impeachment Inquiry Give the House?
Changes in congressional rules and procedures in recent years mean that today’s
judiciary committee may not need the same kind of special powers it was granted
as part of previous impeachment inquiri…

https://www.lawfareblog.com/what-powers-does-formal-impeachment-inquiry-give-house

Washington Post: Breaking News, World, US, DC News & Analysis
Breaking news and analysis on politics, business, world national news,
entertainment more. In-depth DC, Virginia, Maryland news coverage including
traffic, weather, crime, education, restaurant revie…

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2019/04/24/how-trump-is-making-his-own-i…

@tribelaw 20/ Notice the words “might” and “may.”  

 

Lawyers love making arguments like “it might.” The problem is that people hear it
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and think “it will.” 

 

The reality is that the House court cases and demands for evidence are moving

quickly by the pace of ordinary legal proceedings.

@tribelaw 21/ Consider how many days of preparation were required for just the

Mueller testimony —and still people criticized the presentation. Putting this together

can't happen overnight. 

 

I hope you all took notes.  

 

Impeachment will be included as a section of your Twitter Bar Exam.

@tribelaw All my threads are also blog posts.  

 

If you want to see all 8 threads I've done on impeachment, there's a list of categories.

If you click "impeachment" you get this list: https://terikanefield-

blog.com/category/impeachment/ 

 

You can view this one here: 

Impeachment 201 - Musing about law, books, and politics
“If we decide to report articles of impeachment,” Nadler said Monday, “we could get
to that late in the fall. . .” Take out your notebooks. It’s time Impeachment 201, the
advanced course. The element…

https://terikanefield-blog.com/impeachment-201/

@tribelaw There is something to be said for this idea. A massive call for a resignation

can make a statement and get news coverage. 

 

Impeachment is by nature political: The drafters considered giving the task to the

courts. Instead they gave it to elected reps. 

Linda Brown
@LindaBr67589020

Replying to @Teri_Kanefield @tribelaw

eff Impeachment. I am calling out for him to RESIGN. Made calls 
to Congress this morning as well. Also where are all the children 
from Homestead now, it is closed?

19 6:33 PM - Aug 5, 2019

See Linda Brown's other Tweets

@tribelaw I agree. A senate trial could go either way, including hastening the demise

of the GOP as we know it. 

brian pillion
@anaphoristand
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• • •

@anaphoristand

Replying to @Teri_Kanefield

I think this week's rare show of shame from #MoscowMitch (as 
well as the nickname's having stuck) offers some new political 
value to actually bringing a trial to the Senate, in that even an 
acquittal might now have more public salience to be viewed as 
corrupt.
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See brian pillion's other Tweets
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