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(Thread) Sadopopulism, again. 
 
[For new followers who’ve never heard the term] 
 
Sen. Paul tried to stop funding for 911 First Responders 

 
The EPA won't ban a pesticide associated with health
problems in children 

Rand Paul stops unanimous passage of 9/11 first responders funding bill
Republican Sen. Rand Paul objected Wednesday to an attempt to pass the bill
funding 9/11 first responders' health care unanimously, arguing that passing such a
long-term bill without offsetting the c…

https://www.cnn.com/2019/07/17/politics/rand-paul-objects-9-11-funding-unanimous-co…

The New York Times
@nytimes

Breaking News: The EPA announced it would not ban a widely 
used pesticide associated with developmental disabilities and 
other health problems in children nyti.ms/2XY2Nf9

E.P.A. Won’t Ban Chlorpyrifos, Pesticide Tied to Children’s Hea…
The decision not to prohibit the pesticide, which has been linked to
developmental disabilities, comes after years of legal wrangling.
nytimes.com
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817 9:12 PM - Jul 18, 2019

1,149 people are talking about this

1/ @SmartDissent points out that this is what the GOP does when they have power.

 

 

They do this while offering tax cuts for the rich and trying to take away the healthcare

of ordinary Americans. 

 

It’s called “Sadopopulism.” (Term coined by @TimothyDSnyder )

SmartDissent.com
@smartdissent

Replying to @nytimes

This is what Republicans do when they have power.
126 4:35 AM - Jul 19, 2019

38 people are talking about this

2/ SadoPopulism comes to us from Russia. It was perfected by Putin and used by

America’s far right wing. 

@timothydsnyder, who coined the term, explains it here:

https://www.youtube.com/embed/oOjJtEkKMX4

 

It explains how oligarchs—those who seek both power and wealth—seize power and

stay in power.

3/ Sadopopulism works like this: 

 

💠Step 1: Would-be oligarchs enact policies designed to inflict suffering on the

people. 

💠Step 2: They blame the resulting suffering on the people’s “enemies” (immigrants,

migrants, minorities, and the Democrats who support them).

4/ Think how much human suffering will be inflicted on the population by policies
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that: 

💠Cause health problems in children, 

💠Leave wounded heroes (and their children) in poverty, 

💠Deny healthcare to millions, 

💠Pump money into powerful corporations and billionaires, 

etc.

5/ A talking point with Fox-Trump-GOP is that we can’t let in refugees because we’re

already too crowded and we don’t have enough resources for ordinary Americans. 

 

A country in which all people prosper and share equally in the wealth can't make this

argument.

6/ So the leader deprives people of resources and then says, “we don’t have enough to

go around.” 

 

“We don’t have enough resources to share with newcomers,” say the billionaires as

they seize all the resources, make themselves richer, and inflict suffering on millions.

7/ Sadopopulism is deceptively simple. Enact policies that hurt people, and then

direct the resulting pain and anger against the enemies.  

 

“How can people be that dumb?” you ask. 

 

It isn’t dumb. It makes perfect sense if you prefer a hierarchy to true democracy.

8/ The followers of the Fox-Trump-GOP get it. 

They know Trump and pals are enriching themselves at their expense. 

 

The same thing happened in slave days.  

 

Poor whites in the South largely supported slavery even though they were harmed by

it (they had to compete with free labor).

9/ They liked the hierarchy because they benefited—not as much as those at the top,

of course. But they could feel superior to those at the bottom. 

 

Also, because wealth and power was limited to white men, the poor Southern voters

(only men could vote) believed they could rise.

10/ Sadopopulism is deceptively simple: After enacting policies that cause suffering,

the leaders direct the resulting anger at the “enemies” and consoles the people by

promising to “hurt” their enemies. 

 

Enter Trump: The strongman who hurts the “enemies.”

11/ NYT reporter Maggie Haggerman explained that Trump’s base “thrills at his fights

with the establishment, seeing him as warrior against self-satisfied elites who look

down on many Americans.”  

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/22/us/politics/trump-two-years.html?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage


• • •

 

 

Yup. “Many Americans” = Whites who feel dispossessed.

For Trump, ‘a War Every Day,’ Waged Increasingly Alone
At the midpoint of his term, the president has grown more sure of his own judgment
and more isolated from anyone else’s than at any point since he took office.

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/22/us/politics/trump-two-years.html?action=click&m…

12/ The Fox-Trump-GOP offers their followers something they want more than

economic advantages: return to the hierarchy (which means limiting democracy) 

 

They also want “protection” from their “enemies,”and the thrill of hurting their

enemies.
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