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(Thread) The Paranoid Style in American Politics 
 
The latest outrage is Hope Hicks refusing to answer
Congressional questions based on an entirely-made up
“legal” principle of immunity or privilege.  

 
 
I’m hearing a lot of frustration and blame . . .

Hope Hicks Declines to Answer Lawmakers’ Questions on Transition a…
Asking Ms. Hicks, the former Trump adviser, about the campaign during private
testimony could be a fruitful pursuit for Democrats. But they have few others.

https://nyti.ms/2L2lKdJ

1/ I'm hearing: "It’s Nancy Pelosi’s fault for not impeaching the president,: and "it’s

the Democrats fault because they can’t figure out how to get anything done." 

 

One theory is that we are in the grip of something new and terrifying that has never

before happened:

2/ . . .the rise of an American autocrat.  

 

Another theory is that what we’re witnessing has deep roots in American history, and

has been building for years. 

 

Historian Richard Hofstadter, in his classic 1964 work offered an eerily accurate

description of 2019 politics.
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3/ See:

The paranoid style in American politics, and other essays : Hofstadter,…
Reprint of the ed. published by Knopf, New York

https://archive.org/details/paranoidstyleina00hofs/page/44
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Hofstadter conducted a thorough review of American politics from before the

founding of the nation through McCarthyism and noticed a pattern among a small

impassioned minority on the fringes of the political spectrum.

4/ He called their behavior the “paranoid style” in politics. 

 

Those embracing the paranoid style of politics believe that unseen satanic forces are

trying to destroy something larger in which they belong.

5/ As I was writing this — as if on cue — Right Wing Watch reported people claiming

America is a satanic nation, the Democrats are unAmerican, and if Trump loses in

2020, there will be violence because it will be time to break up the United States 👇 

Right Wing Bonus Tracks: Satanic Nation | Right Wing Watch
A project of People For the American Way

http://www.rightwingwatch.org/post/right-wing-bonus-tracks-satanic-nation/

6/ According to Hofstadter, the “something larger" to which they belong is generally

phrased as “the American way of life.”  

 

They “feel dispossessed” and that “America has been largely taken away from them

and their kind."
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7/ They are "determined to repossess it and prevent the final act of subversion.”  

 

They therefore adopt extreme measures. They will stop at nothing to prevent what

they see as an impending calamity.  

 

This is what Harvard Prof. Levitsky calls "hardball tactics."
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8/ These apocalyptic warnings arouse passion and militancy: The evil enemy must be

destroyed—and the fight must go beyond the ordinary “give and take” of politics. 

 

In other words, hardball tactics, even if it means ignoring norms and laws.

9/ In 1992, Newt Gingrich captured this frustration—and call to militancy—when he

said Republican must resort to any means necessary.  

 

For more on how the GOP morphed from a conservative to an anti-democratic

authoritarian party, see👇 
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1/ How Lincoln's anti-slavery, strong federal government pro-
industry party morphed into the party of the Koch brothers & the 
KKK is a little complicated. But here we go. 
 
During the Civil War, the Democratic Party was the pro-slavery 
party of the Confederacy & rural America.

2,342 5:48 PM - Feb 2, 2019

717 people are talking about this

10/ “Any means necessary” naturally leads to the kind of obstruction of justice and

general cheating and lawbreaking we’re seeing now— and the odd spectacle of a

major political party shielding a lawbreaking and lying president.

11/ (As an aside, Hofstadter points out that the paranoid style exists on the far left as

well as the far right.) 

 

This raises the question: Where do we go from here? How do we neutralize the threat

to democracy posed by those with authoritarian leanings?
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