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(Thread) Victimization & Sadopopulism 
 
The equation is:  
 
Victimization + Sadopopulism = cruelty 
 
This is how we get to the kind of cruelty ⤵ we see at the
border.  
 

 
 
Yale professor @TimothyDSnyder explains how such
cruelty is possible.

Border Patrol is confiscating migrant kids' medicine, U.S. doctors say
For pediatricians that serve at the U.S.-Mexico border, the seizing of medications
heightens concerns about the medical care provided to the record numbers of
children held at processing centers and …

https://news.yahoo.com/border-patrol-is-confiscating-migrant-kids-medicine-us-doctors…

1/ If you missed my thread on victimization, it’s here:
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(Thread) Victimhood and the Trump-FOX-GOP@HeerJeet is 
amazed that even when these guys “win” they feel like victims. 
 
It’s definitely counterintuitive that members of the Fox-Trump-
GOP view themselves as victims—but they do. 
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We start with the anxiety and anger created when the dominant culture (white

Christians) feels victimized by encroaching equality.

 
Yale Professor @jasonintrator explains . . .

Jeet Heer @HeerJeet
What's amazing to me is that these guys have a persecution complex 
even when they win. I mean, Kavanaugh is on the Supreme Court now 
but they think what happened to him was worse than the crucifixion.

422 2:56 PM - Jun 4, 2019

275 people are talking about this

2/ Then the would-be oligarchs (Trump & pals) create policies to make things worse

for those who see themselves as victims. 

 

Trump says, “I feel your pain.”  

Then he takes deliberate steps to make their pain worse: Tax cuts for the rich, trade

wars, eliminating health care, etc.

3/ If the ACA is struck down, 21 million Americans can lose health insurance.

What Happens if Obamacare Is Struck Down?
The Affordable Care Act touches the lives of most Americans. Some 21 million
could lose health insurance if the Trump administration were to succeed in having
the law ruled unconstitutional.
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This will cause an abundance of suffering. 

 

Trump & pals then channel all that suffering into anger at immigrants, minorities,

and the Democrats who champion their rights.

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/26/health/obamacare-trump-health.html

4/ Trump tells his followers that he's the warrior protecting them from minorities

who are displacing them, and from beggars at the gates who want to take what they

have. 

 

The myth of scarcity is told by billionaires enriching themselves at the expense of the

people.

5/ For a more in-depth explanation of the history and concept of sadopopulism as

coined and explained by @TimothyDSnyder see

 

 

The myth is that immigrants and minorities are taking what rightfully belongs to

“real” Americans.
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(Thread) Trump’s task as president. 
 
Spoiler: “Rather than governing, the leader produces crisis and 
spectacle.”* 
 
*quotation from Ilyin, Russian philosopher, whose ideas inspire 
and guide Putin. 
Information in this thread is from Snyder
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6/ Like all myths, it isn’t true—but it’s a good story. 

 

This person ⤵either believes the myth or is trying to spread the myth. 

 

In fact, immigrants and minorities have helped build America and make it strong. 

 

This is what Trump does well: He invents good stories.
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7/ He creates an alternate reality that appeals to his followers. His stories are easy to

spread, hide the truth, and keep people confused. 

 

Destroying democracy is so much easier than preserving it. 

 

You just have to get everyone fighting, and then keep the fighters fighting.

8/ A lot of people don't like democracy because it requires equality, which also

requires a reduction in income inequality. 

 

They don't want equality. 

 

They want to be able do what they want & grab what they want & take what they want

(they call it "personal liberty"). See ⤵

9/ Trump is also really good at creating fights.  

 

NYT reporter Maggie Haggerman explained that Trump’s base “thrills at his fights

with the establishment, seeing him as warrior against self-satisfied elites who look

down on many Americans. . . ”  

For Trump, ‘a War Every Day,’ Waged Increasingly Alone
At the midpoint of his term, the president has grown more sure of his own judgment
and more isolated from anyone else’s than at any point since he took office.
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https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/22/us/politics/trump-two-years.html?action=click&m…

10/ Remember: The way to destroy democracy is get everyone fighting. The angrier

people get, and the more polarized the society, the more people are willing to tolerate

"hardball tactics" from their own side. 

 

Look at how Trump creates a cycle of rage and fighting.

11/ 

 

💠 Trump manipulates those who feel victimized, which allows him to create cruel

policies; 

💠The cruel policies enrage the liberals; 

💠Liberal rage pleases Trump supporters. 

 

It’s self-feeding. The angrier the liberals get, the more thrilled his supporters feel.

12/ Meanwhile, the polarization widens.  

 

The polarization most endangers our democracy. See ⤵ 

 

 

As the fighters get angrier, they resort to “hardball” tactics, which batters and wears

down democratic institutions. 

 

For people who underestimate Trump. . .
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(Thread) Saving Democracy through Anti-Hardball Tactics 
 
Ideas in this thread are from Harvard history Prof. Steven 
Levitsky and Columbia Law Prof. David Pozen. 
 
On Mar. 26  Prof. Levitsky answered the question: Is 
American democracy in trouble?youtube.com/watch?
v=10RQd7…

681 1:34 PM - Jun 3, 2019

511 people are talking about this

  YouTubeYouTube   @ @YouTubeYouTube

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/22/us/politics/trump-two-years.html?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage
https://twitter.com/Teri_Kanefield
https://twitter.com/Teri_Kanefield
https://twitter.com/Teri_Kanefield/status/1135540333624741889
https://t.co/5PZsZG4l62
https://twitter.com/intent/like?tweet_id=1135540333624741889
https://twitter.com/Teri_Kanefield/status/1135540333624741889
https://twitter.com/Teri_Kanefield/status/1135540333624741889
https://twitter.com/Teri_Kanefield/status/1135540333624741889
https://twitter.com/YouTube
https://support.twitter.com/articles/20175256


• • •


