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@Teri_Kanefield

(Thread) Strategies for Communication 
 
I thought about this question👇  
 
At first, I thought the answer would be easy: List facts.
Then, after Romney’s piece of absurdity (the subject of my
thread yesterday) I realized the answer is a bit more
complicated. 

allie mena
@allie0365

Replying to @Teri_Kanefield

Can you please list specific laws being broken by Trump himself? 
I would like to have facts to back up arguments against MAGA 
people.

11 1:40 AM - May 19, 2019

See allie mena's other Tweets

1/ It’s obvious from Romney’s comments (addressed here👇) that using facts to back

up arguments won’t work with true MAGA people—meaning the 33% of the

population that makes up Trump’s hardcore support. 

 

If you try, you’ll just wear yourself out. 

 

Teri Kanefield
@Teri_Kanefield

(Thread)  
 
Dear @senatorromney 
 
You say you “reached a different conclusion” than Justin Amash 
and the Mueller Report doesn’t establish that Trump obstructed 
justice.newsweek.com/mitt-romney-ca… 
 
Perhaps we should look at the report together to determine if you 
are correct, or . . .
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1,586 people are talking about this

Mitt Romney calls GOP Rep. Amash's Trump impeachment co…
"I respect him, I think it's a courageous statement, but I believe that to
make a case for obstruction of justice you just don't have the
newsweek.com

2/ We need to reach what I think of as Trump’s soft support.  

 

In the 538 aggregate, Trump has been as low as 36% approval. 

 

Mostly Trump tends to rest (on the 538 aggregate) at about 40-42%. 

 

To me this means about 6-8% of his approval is soft. 

How Popular Is Donald Trump?
FiveThirtyEight is tracking Donald Trump’s approval ratings throughout his
presidency.

https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/trump-approval-ratings/?ex_cid=rrpromo

3/ If you’re talking to hardcore MAGA people, the strategy should be to decrease

polarization and prove wrong the FOX caricatures of liberals.  

 

Presenting facts won’t work because most (not all) Trump supporters know Trump

(and GOP leadership) are lying and they cheer the lies.

4/ I wrote here about why Trump supporters believe all of his lies ⤵. 
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If people are gleefully spreading misinformation as a deliberate strategy, arguing with

them will energize them.

Why Trump’s Supporters Will Believe Any Lie He Tells
It’s easy to conclude that Trump has lost his mind. In fact, there’s a method to what
appears to be Trump’s madness.

https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2018/10/trump-lies-kavanaugh-khashoggi.html

5/ Our efforts are better spent finding out how local elections are conducted and

monitored and getting involved. 

 

If you're talking to the 8% or so of those who “approve” of Trump and who can also be

persuaded, talk about the facts.

6/ You can walk them through the Mueller report. I have a series here that might be

helpful: 

 

 

One study shows that when Trump supporters learned Trump wasn’t actually self-

made, he lost some support:

Teri Kanefield
@Teri_Kanefield

(Thread) Reading the Mueller Report, Part I 
 
The scope and scale of the Russian cyber attack on the U.S. 
was breath-taking and horrifying. 
 
From Special Counsel: "The Russian government interfered in 
the 2016 presidential election in sweeping and systematic 
fashion.
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1,098 people are talking about this

Many Voters Think Trump’s a Self-Made Man. What Happens When You…
Who is Donald Trump? Ask Americans and many of them will describe a self-made
billionaire.

https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2019/01/17/many-voters-think-trumps-a-self-…
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7/ Or you can talk about the evidence in the NY AG action alleging that the Trump’s

stole from charity⤵ 

 

 

 

If the person says something like, “Hillary [or Obama] did worse,” I’d suggest a single

follow up question: "What did HRC do that was worse?”

Teri Kanefield
@Teri_Kanefield

(Roundup) The NY Attorney General filed a lawsuit accusing the 
Trump Foundation (Trump, Donald Jr., Ivanka, and Eric) of 
“persistently illegal conduct” and “repeated and willful self-
dealing transactions.” 
 
The petition is here: ag.ny.gov/sites/default/…
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353 people are talking about this

8/ If you get a bizarre answer, there isn’t much you can do other than resort to the

strategies for hardcore MAGA supporters: Persuade them you're rational and you

don't want to take away their right to eat hamburgers (or whatever the latest silliness

happens to be).

9/ If you’re talking to people who are critical of Trump (fortunately, a majority) the

strategy should be to talk about what people can do to help. 

 

If everyone pitches in, we can do a lot. (History teaches the power of decisive

majorities.)

10/ Most people who disapprove of Trump are fully aware that we are in perilous

times. 

 

Panic isn’t a bad thing if it motivates people to get involved and get busy. 

 

Too much panic can paralyze people. You can't move forward if you're in a spin.

11/ It’s not a good idea to terrify people into believing we are already in an autocracy,

that democracy isn’t working, and that all of our elected officials are corrupt. 

 

Remember that a goal of Putin’s Active Measures is to persuade people that

democracy can’t work.

12/ When enough people give up on Democracy, it fails. (History teaches us the

power of decisive majorities). 

 

A point of ⤵ is that democracy is slow, grinding work. (If you don't believe me, run

for local office and try to get something done). 

 

It's easy to lose patience.
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13/ Democracy also requires compromise and flexibility. "My way or I burn the place

down" isn't democracy. 

 

Despair and panic aren't productive. I did some research: Did you know that the

National Transportation Safety Board says that 95% of people in flight accidents

survived?

14/ So even in an actual plane accident, a cool head can save lives. 

 

If you want to know what you can do, see: 

 

 

(I take my own advice. I turned down an opportunity to write another book this year

so I can volunteer.) 

Things To Do - Musing about law, books, and politics
Make phone calls. Call your representatives. Tell them your views. Americans of
Conscience has ideas for letters you can write to elected officials. Register new
voters/ make sure everyone you know i…

https://terikanefield-blog.com/things-to-do/
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• • •

 

/End

Luke, maybe that's why learning that Trump is a fraud and not a self-made

businessman erodes his support.

 

(As you can tell I found that study fascinating.)

Luke Wyman
@lukewyman1

Replying to @Teri_Kanefield

I think that 6-8% are the people who like how the economy is 
doing and still believe that trump is a "businessman."
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