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(Thread) Expect More Trump-GOP Lawbreaking 
 
Tim asks what happens if Trump ignores a Supreme Court
ruling👇 
 
I can think of only one president who thumbed his nose at
a SCOTUS ruling: Andrew Jackson 
 
Jackson's defiance resulted in the Indian Removal Act. 

Tim Donahue
@RedondoSeaGlass

Replying to @Teri_Kanefield
Thank you as always Teri for your amazing service !! 
 
But let’s say this Trumps stonewalling goes to the Supreme Court 
and they rule against Trump.      What would prevent him from 
saying “fuck you” to the Supreme Court?   
 
Is there any recourse if he disobeys the Supreme Court?

2 9:33 PM - May 10, 2019

See Tim Donahue's other Tweets

1/ The crisis began in 1829 when gold was discovered on Cherokee lands in Georgia.

Greedy prospectors poured onto Cherokee lands. Georgia passed laws making it

easier for white men to steal Cherokee land (and gold). 

 

(Sources in my bibliography👇)
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2/ The Cherokees resisted. So President Jackson introduced a bill to "relocate"

Cherokees to lands west of the Mississippi. 

 

What followed was an eruption of protests against such cruelty. Protests broke out on

university campuses, among women’s groups, and at town meetings

2.5 

 

Interrupting this thread to throw in that Lincoln also defied the court.

 

 

I may be missing others as well! 

 

Other presidents, of course, have dragged their feet and tried to avoid complying. And

Jackson also suspended civil liberties in New Orleans.

tonysilber
@tonysilber

Replying to @Teri_Kanefield
Didn't Lincoln ignore the SC in Ex parte Merryman?

1 3:34 PM - May 13, 2019

See tonysilber's other Tweets

3/ Back to the Removal Act. People circulated petitions to allow the Cherokees to

remain on their native lands. Even famed frontiersman Davy Crocket decried the

Removal Act. 

 

Jackson—a cynic—didn’t believe the protesters cared about the rights of the

Cherokees.

4/ Jackson thought the protesters just wanted a strong federal government to

trample the rights of the states.  

 

Jackson thought the state government of Georgia should be able to decide what to do

about Cherokees within their borders.

5/ It was the old states’ rights argument — the idea that states’ rights = ‘individual

liberty’ (where the individuals, of course, are white and male). 
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Jackson got his way. Congress passed the Removal Act.  

 

The Cherokees took their case to the Supreme Court.

6/ The Court sided with the Cherokees, declaring Georgia’s law “repugnant to the

Constitution, laws, and treaties of the U.S.” (Worchester v. GA) 

https://www.oyez.org/cases/1789-1850/31us515 

 

Georgia ignored the Court's ruling. 

 

Jackson was supposed to enforce the ruling, but he refused.

7/ Instead, Jackson signaled to (white) Georgians that they could do as they pleased. 

 

The State of Georgia closed Cherokee schools, seized Cherokee farms and distributed

the lands to whites. 

 

The Cherokees resisted as long as they could.

8/ In 1838, the federal government sent soldiers to Georgia to drive the Cherokees

westward.  

 

More than 5,000 died along the trail, now known as the Trial of Tears. 

 

A majority of voters were on Jackson's side (remember only white men could vote).

So Jackson remained popular.
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9/ Trump—no surprise—is among those who think Jackson is a hero. After being

elected president, Trump hung Jackson’s portrait👇 and laid a wreath on Jackson’s

grave. 

 

You see, MAGA means take America back to the time white men could do as they

pleased. They could grab land!

10/ They could grab women. See👇 

 

 

Teri Kanefield
@Teri_Kanefield

Replying to @Teri_Kanefield
1/ For much of world history, rape was a property crime. 
 
An unmarried girl was her father’s property. A married woman 
was her husband’s property. 
 
If a virgin was raped, the property damage was to her father. 
If she was married, the damage was to her husband.
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🎶Those were the days🎶 

 

OK, so what if Trump imitates his hero and defies court orders? 

 

I wouldn't be at all surprised.  

Why would Trump change now and suddenly become rule-abiding?

11/ What we’re experiencing could be* the last gasp of a dying old regime, the regime

of white men doing as they pleased. See👇 

 

(*depending on how people react) 

 

When Trump defies court orders, I expect lots of people to declare democracy

officially dead. 

Teri Kanefield
@Teri_Kanefield

Replying to @Teri_Kanefield
3/ For most of U.S. history, “we the people” meant white men. 
Only white men had the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness. 
 
Slavery was authoritarian. 
Jim Crow was authoritarian. 
Paternalism (deeply entrenched in much of American culture) 
was authoritarianism.
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187 people are talking about this

12/ Whether democracy actually dies depends on how supporters of democracy react. 

 

We already know what the authoritarian-GOP will do. 

They will cheer Trump’s defiance. 

 

Apparently Sen. Graham is already urging Trump, Jr. to defy a subpoena👇 

Raw Story
@RawStory

Lindsey Graham advises Donald Trump Jr. to ‘call it a day’ and 
ignore Senate subpoenarawstory.com/2019/05/lindse…

580 3:41 PM - May 12, 2019

Lindsey Graham advises Donald Trump Jr. to ‘call it a day’ and…
Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-SC) on Sunday urged Donald Trump Jr. to
ignore a subpoena issued by fellow Republican Sen. Richard Burr (R-
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