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(Thread) What’s going on with the Trump-Fox-GOP? 
 
Yesterday Trump retweeted that he should get 2 years
added to his term. 
 
Friday Trump told Putin about the “Russian hoax” and
didn't tell him to stop interfering in our elections.

 
The GOP is fine with this.

Trump says he spoke with Putin about 'Russian hoax,' didn't warn him …
President Donald Trump said he briefly discussed special counsel Robert Mueller's
report in a call with Russian President Vladimir Putin on Friday, but didn't warn his
Russian counterpart to not medd…

https://www.cnn.com/2019/05/03/politics/trump-putin-phone-call-mueller-report/index.html

1/ I see bewilderment & frustration: They’re greedy traitors! They’re betraying

American values!  

 

Spoiler: The Trump-GOP springs from a deeply entrenched authoritarian tradition in

America.  

 

They think they're saving America.  

Yup, even with all that Trump-Putin love.😍
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2/ Seeing this moment in historical context can help us understand how to move

forward and save democracy. 

 

It may also help with what we can expect from impeachment hearings. 

 

America was founded as a representative democracy, which sounds great.  

 

Except for one big problem.

3/ For most of U.S. history, “we the people” meant white men. 

Only white men had the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 

 

Slavery was authoritarian. 

Jim Crow was authoritarian. 

Paternalism (deeply entrenched in much of American culture) was authoritarianism.

4/ The doctrine of paternalism held that women and all people of color were better

off under the dominion of white men. 

 

Prior to the 1930s, industry was almost completely unregulated. 

White men could basically do what they wanted. 

 

They could grab! see👇  
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(Thread) Rolling back the clock 
 
Senator Graham: “I want to listen to her, but I’m being honest 
with you. . . what do you expect me to do?. . . ruin this guy’s life 
based on an accusation?” 
 
A brief history of rape laws puts the current debacle in 
context.twitter.com/kylegriffin1/s…

Kyle Griffin @kylegriffin1
Is there anything Dr. Ford could say that would persuade you to vote 
against Kavanaugh? Honestly. 
 
GRAHAM: "I want to listen to her, but I'm being honest with you .... 
What do you expect me to do? Go ahead and ruin this guy's life based 
on an accusation?" axios.com/kavanaugh-chri…

715 2:58 PM - Sep 24, 2018
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5/ They could take!  

 

The frontier meant that taking and grabbing wasn’t for rich men only. 

 

The Ku Klux Klan was authoritarian. 

 

Paxton👇 argues that fascism didn’t begin in Italy; it began in America, with the

KKK, who even had a kind of uniform and demonized enemy.
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6/ Fascism happens when people get uncomfortable with too much democracy.

Democracy naturally leads to diversity, which triggers a fascist backlash. The KKK

arose from new rights for African Americans.  

 

This photo was taken in New Jersey in 1937👇
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7/ So many Americans sympathized with Hitler that FDR had to work hard to keep

the US allied with England and France. 

 

Brown v. Board of Education, the1954 desegregation case, ushered in a time of rapid

change: The Civil Rights, women's rights, and 1960s upheavals.

8/ By the 1970s—for the first time—America came close to being a true liberal

democracy👇 

The backlash started right away. 

 

We’re still riding that backlash. 

 

By the 70s, the NRA was on its way to becoming a radical right wing group.

9/ In 1994, Gingrich channelled the growing anger over these changes when he said

the GOP mustn’t compromise. 

 

The problem is that democracy requires compromise. “Our way or we burn the place

down” is authoritarian. 

 

McConnell carried out that refusal to compromise.
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