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(Thread) Reading the Mueller Report, Part V 
 
All those links—but no “coordination.” How can that be? 
 
Part I begins here: 

 
 
Mueller’s task was to determine whether there were “links
and/or coordination” between the Trump Campaign and
Russia.
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(Thread) Reading the Mueller Report, Part I 
 
The scope and scale of the Russian cyber attack on the U.S. was 
breath-taking and horrifying. 
 
From Special Counsel: "The Russian government interfered in 
the 2016 presidential election in sweeping and systematic 
fashion.
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1/ Mueller found links galore. 
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Replying to @Teri_Kanefield
2/ Part of Mueller's mandate was to find “links and/or 
coordination” between the Trump campaign and Russia. 
 
Mueller found links galore.  
 
The report details the links in pages 67-173. 
Yup, that's a lot of pages. 
And a lot of links.
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But it turns out that finding “coordination” — or, to use the legal term, “conspiracy”—

proved more difficult.

2/ Special Counsel considered whether contacts between Trump Campaign officials

and Russia-linked individuals triggered liability for conspiracy, either under statutes

that have their own conspiracy language or under 18 U.S.C. § 371. 

18 U.S. Code § 371 - Conspiracy to commit offense or to defraud Unite…

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/371

3/ “In evaluating whether evidence about collective action of multiple individuals

constituted a crime,” Special Counsel (SC) wrote, “we applied the framework of

conspiracy law” as defined in federal law.  

 

It’s IRAC time again. What’s that? See👇 
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10/ IRAC is method of analysis known to law students 
everywhere. This part also prepare you all for the Twitter Bar 
Exam.  
 
IRAC stands for: 

ISSUE 
RULE 
ANALYSIS 
CONCLUSION 

 
The way you determine if a person committed a crime is you first 
frame the issue.
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4/ Issue: Did members of the Trump campaign coordinate with Russians to sway the

election? 

 

The elements of general conspiracy are: 

(1) an agreement between 2 or more persons  

(2) to commit a crime, and  

(3) an act in furtherance of the crime 

https://www.justia.com/criminal/offenses/inchoate-crimes/conspiracy/
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• • •

5/ The federal conspiracy statute, 18 U.S. Code § 371, needs two or more people

“conspire either to commit any offense against the U.S. or to defraud the U.S. or any

agency, and one commits an act in furtherance of that conspiracy.” 

 

(basically the same)

18 U.S. Code § 371 - Conspiracy to commit offense or to defraud Unite…

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/371

6/ Special counsel understood that the agreement could be either tacit or express. 

 

According to special counsel, this “requires more than the two parties taking actions

that were informed by or responsive to the other's actions or interests.”

7/ The investigation established that the Russian government perceived it would

benefit from a Trump presidency. 

 

[The Report makes clear that the phrase “the investigation established” means they

found enough admissible evidence to establish the fact beyond a reasonable doubt.]

8/ The investigation also established that the Russian government wanted Trump to

win, and tried to help Trump win. 

 

Finally the investigation established that the Trump Campaign expected it would

"benefit electorally from information stolen and released through Russian efforts."

9/ However, the investigation didn't establish that members of the Trump Campaign

actually entered into an agreement, either express or implied. 

 

The key to Mueller’s analysis is in the word “agreement,” from the first element. 

 

“agreement” is well understood in the law.

10/ I suppose the analogy is this:  

If I’m going to do X, regardless of what you do.  

And if you’re going to do Y, regardless of what I do (and if we know about each other's

actions) there isn’t an agreement or conspiracy to do X-Y together.
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