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1. I first decided to join the US government after watching
the twin towers fall and hearing about al Qaeda. As a
young college student, I wanted to work on
counterterrorism.

2. Under two bipartisan Administrations, I knew that the President's goal was

mitigating terrorism and doing everything possible to stop radicalization, deny

terrorists their instruments of death, and prevent more Americans from dying.

3. On the ground in Iraq and later in the SitRoom in DC, we organized to devote

resources to match threats. Officials scrubbed their public statements to ensure that

they didn't unintentionally contribute to radicalization or recruitment.

4. We coordinated with allies to share intel and strategies to keep ourselves safe.

5. There was an intelligence failure in the run-up to 9/11 which led to the deaths of

thousands of Americans. 

 

Today, we know about the white nationalist terrorist threat that is a killing machine.

6. It's not just that we aren't taking the basic counterterrorism steps to address the

threat of white nationalist terrorism, our President is fueling it.

7. The President's words are fuel on the fire. That's open source information - he

doesn't need a PDB to tell him that. 

 

His refusal to acknowledge this threat and unwillingness to devote resources to

counter it mean that it spreads -- on social media and elsewhere.

8. If this wasn't an ideology the President agreed with, he'd be devoting more

resources to fight it. He'd be unequivocally denouncing it. He'd be declaring it a

national emergency and convening regular intel briefings and strategy meetings. 

 

Instead, he lets it metastisize.

9. Fighting white nationalist terrorism will require sustained strategy, resources, and

leadership.

10. We have resources we could apply, and stopping the use f words and phrases that

inspire attacks could help prevent more of them.
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