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1. During World War II, the US and Japan waged an
extended battle for control of the Solomon Islands,
including the island of Guadalcanal, in the South Pacific. I
visited there over Memorial Day weekend, and have put
together my own photos and historical pics to tell that
story.

2. The story begins in the immediate aftermath of the Japanese attack on Pearl

Harbor. With the US battleship fleet crippled, Japanese forces rapidly advanced

south to capture the Philippines, Malaya, and the Dutch East Indies (Indonesia),

driving towards Australia.
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3. In May 1942, a Japanese invasion force moved in to capture Port Moresby in New

Guinea by sea. The US Navy threw two aircraft carriers (the Lexington and Yorktown)

into the Coral Sea to stop them.

4. Here I am flying over the Coral Sea from Brisbane to the Solomon Islands. It was a

new kind of war, with planes from each side searching over vast expanses of open

ocean to find the enemy's aircraft carriers and strike them first.

5. The US Navy did stop the Japanese invasion fleet aimed at Port Moresby, in the
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Battle of the Coral Sea in May 1942, but at a high cost: the USS Lexington, one of only

a handful of big carriers the US had, was sunk.

6. Its companion, the USS Yorktown, was severely damaged and was only just

repaired to participate with the Hornet and Enterprise in the decisive Battle of

Midway (northwest of Hawaii) in June, where four Japanese carriers were sunk.

7. In the lead-up to the Battle of the Coral Sea, a small Japanese force occupied

Tulagi, the tiny capital of the British protectorate in the Solomon Islands, just north

of the larger but sparsely inhabited island of Guadalcanal.
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8. When the Japanese invaded these islands, the British officials and their local

constables went into hiding, where they served as scouts or "coast watchers" who

secretly radio-ed reports of Japanese movements back to the Allies.

9. Across from Tulagi on Guadalcanal, the British administrator Martin Clemens and

his team of local scouts reported that the Japanese had begin building an airstrip on

the island.
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10. This tiny airstrip on Guadalcanal alarmed war planners in Washington, DC,

because it could potentially extend Japanese air power to threaten the main maritime

supply routes linking the US to Australia.

11. And Australia was where US General Douglas MacArthur, recently escaped from

the Philippines, was holed up in this hotel in Brisbane hoping to (eventually) lead the

big US Army offensive to take back Asia from the Japanese. (Recall his famous

declaration: "I shall return").
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12. Something I had wondered: why did the Japanese build an airstrip on

Guadalcanal, not the British colonial "capital" of Tulagi? Because while Tulagi

(pictured here) has a big harbor, the land around it is hilly. There's no flat land to

easily build an airfield.

13. Whereas across the channel, the northern edge of sparsely inhabited Guadalcanal

has the largest plain in the Solomon Islands. Great place to build an airfield - and why

that airfield (pic taken from my plane) is still the country's main international airport

today.
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14. So in July, US naval forces spread thinly across the South Pacific - including

Marines recently arrived in New Zealand - to make emergency plans to seize Tulagi

and Guadalcanal. The preparations were scraped together so fast the Navy called it

Operation Shoestring.

15. It's easy to forget, but up to that time, the main Allied experience with amphibious

landings was the failed British landings at Gallipoli (in Turkey) in World War I. So

there was a lot of concern that amphibious assaults were impractical and a recipe for

disaster.

16. There were other problems as well. The top theater commander in the South

Pacific, Vice Admiral Robert Ghormley, was an experienced naval diplomat and

trusted friend of top Pacific commander Admiral Nimitz, but he was not a "hands on"

or particularly assertive leader.
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17. The commander of the naval expeditionary force, Vice Admiral Frank Fletcher,

was terrified of losing the few remaining US aircraft carriers entrusted to his care,

and faced major fuel shortages that limited his operations.
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18. The naval commander of the amphibious landing force, Rear Admiral Richmond

Turner (left), and the Marines commander, General Alexander Vandegrift (right),

were more determined, but knew they would quickly be left on their own, once the

landings had taken place.

19. One more thing: the US was publicly committed to a Germany-first strategy. The

priority was for men and material towards the planned Allied landings in North
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Africa, and the Pacific Theater would just have to make do.

20. So on August 7, 1942, in Operation Watchtower, a force of about 14,000 US

Marines slipped around Guadalcanal to the west - undetected by the Japanese - and

landed on both Tulagi and Guadalcanal in the first US ground offensive of the war.

21. About 11,000 Marines landed with little opposition on Guadalcanal and quickly

captured the airfield, as the small Japanese force building it fell back inland into the

jungle.
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22. The anti-climactic nature of the landings on Guadalcanal were captured in the

first episode of "The Pacific", here:

https://www.youtube.com/embed/p93Uoj-Qmtw

23. And here's me making a similar approach to Guadalcanal (coming back from

Tulagi) just the other day:

0:00
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24. The biggest problem the Marines had upon landing on Guadalcanal was coping

with the massive amount of supplies that needed to be unloaded, quickly, before the

transport ships had to leave. They were completely unprepared, and it just piled up

on the beach.

25. The 3,000 US Marines who landed on Tulagi got a much hotter reception. The

Marines landed on Blue Beach and swept south, but by sunset found themselves held

up by Japanese dug in deep on Hill 281.

26. Students studying and playing on Blue Beach, where the US Marines came ashore

on Tulagi on August 7, 1942.
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27. Blue Beach later served as the location of the US Marines' hospital on Tulagi. It's

now been replaced by an elementary and middles school donated by a US Marine

Corps veterans association.

28. Signs painted on the nearby cliffs at that time, and still clearly visible, show where

vehicles were to be parked at the US Marines hospital on Tulagi's Blue Beach.
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29. Schoolboys waging a mock battle of "capture the fort" on Blue Beach, where US

Marines landed on Tulagi on August 7, 1942.

30. The cliffs facing Blue Beach on Tulagi are steep, and the Marines had to battle

uphill to secure the island's high ground.

https://pbs.twimg.com/media/D74P5ItUYAETmlQ.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/D74QfOqU0AElPTG.jpg


31. One of many concealed tunnels on Tulagi, from which the small number of

Japanese troops on the island fought back fiercely against the arriving US Marines.

32. The concrete base for a US flagpole on Tulagi, constructed a year later when the

island was securely in Allied hands.
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33. The foundations of the British Commissioner's Residence on Tulagi, on the high

ground captured by the US Marines on the first day they landed on the island.

34. Looking south at Hill 281, the last hold-out of the Japanese, from the British

Commissioner's Residence on Tulagi. This was the front line at sunset on the first day

the US Marines landed, where the Japanese made several "banzai" charges that night.
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35. Behind it (same photo) across the bay you can see the small islands of Tanambogo

and Gavutu, which were also Japanese strongpoints which held out fiercely against

landings that day by the Marines.

36. It took three days of vicious fighting, including barrages of artillery and dive-

bombing at suicidally close range, to kill all the Japanese dug into Tanambogo (right)

and Gavutu (left). Hardly any defenders surrendered.
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37. US Marine Corps Sergeant Frank McCulloch, who was not at the battle, later

memorialized the Marines who fight and died in the battle on Gavutu.
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38. Brigadier General Rupertus (center) supervising the US Marines assaults on

Tulagi, Gavutu, and Tanambogo from his command ship in August 1942.
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39. US Marine officers commanding the units that assaulted Tulagi pose for a group

photo shortly after the battle. By August 8, Hill 281 had been captured and the island

secured. 307 Japanese and 45 US troops died. Three Japanese soldiers were taken

prisoner.

40. The Raiders Hotel and Bar, where I landed on Tulagi, is named in honor of two

special Marines commando units, one led by Lt. Col. Merritt Edson, which played a

key role in the capture of Tulagi - and which we'll meet again on Guadalcanal.
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41. On their wall, they have a map that gives you a better sense of the layout of Tulagi,

its harbor, and the islets of Tanambogo and Gavutu.

42. The closest Japanese naval and air base to the US landings on Guadalcanal and

Tulagi (blue star) was Rabaul (red sun). Its bombers and fighters could just reach

Guadalcanal at the end of their striking range.
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43. Which is what they did. Here are Japanese G4M "Betty" bombers making a

torpedo run on US transports off Guadalcanal on August 8, the day after the US

landing. They took heavy losses but sank one US transport ship.

44. Spooked by these air raids, Admiral Fletcher announced he was withdrawing his

aircraft carriers immediately. Admiral Turner and his small fleet of cruisers and

destroyers would stick around to try to finish offloading his transports, without any

air coverage.

45. The Americans didn't know it, but immediately on hearing news of their landing,

Vice Admiral Gunichi Mikawa sent a force of seven cruisers and one destroyer

steaming from Rabaul down the channel called "The Slot" to hit the US invasion fleet.
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46. Unaware the Japanese were coming, Admiral Turner put out his cruisers and

destroyers as pickets to protect the approaches to the vulnerable transports, which

were still unloading. But only on half-alert.

47. As the sun set on August 8, they were posted on either side (left and right) of Savo

Island, a volcanic outcrop known as "the round mound in the sound", seen here

looking west from near the US Marines perimeter on Guadalcanal.
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48. The Japanese had trained intensively in night fighting. A few US ships had radar,

but were new at using it, and were caught completely by surprise.

49. First the Japanese swung south, blew the bow off the cruiser USS Chicago, and set

the Australian cruiser HMAS Canberra on fire.

50. View from the Japanese cruiser Chokai as aerial flares illuminate the Allied

southern group of ships during the Battle of Savo Island.
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51. Then, without any alarm being raised, the Japanese swung north to hit the

northern pickets. Three US cruisers, the Quincy, Vincennes, and Astoria, were all

sunk.

52. The Japanese cruiser Yūbari shining searchlights towards the northern force of

US warships during the Battle of Savo Island.
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53. Last photo of the cruiser USS Quincy, on fire and illuminated by searchlights from

attacking Japanese ships, during the Battle of Savo Island.

54. As this clip from "The Pacific" shows, US Marines on Guadalcanal could easily see

the ships slugging it out and catching fire. They hoped it was the Japanese fleet

catching hell. In fact, it was their own US warships being blown up before their eyes.

https://www.youtube.com/embed/mGlAgW097Ss
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55. Admiral Mikawa now had a choice: attack the US transports and risk being

exposed to US carrier-based planes at sunrise, or leave now, almost completely

unscathed. He chose the latter. He didn't know that the US carriers were already

departing the area.

56. But the Battle of Savo Island would still go down as one of the worst defeats

suffered in the US Navy's history. Four Allied cruisers were sunk and others severely

damaged. 1,077 Allied sailors lost their lives.
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57. Japanese artwork from during the war depicts the Battle of Savo Island, a

resounding nighttime victory for the Imperial Japanese Navy off Guadalcanal.

58. US destroyers rescuing Australian sailors from the burning HMAS Canberra,

which sank soon afterwards, the morning after the Battle of Savo Island.

59. Australian cruiser HMAS Canberra sinking after the Battle of Savo Island, off

Guadalcanal.
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60. With that, Admiral Turner decided to stop offloading supplies and get his

transport ships out of there immediately, leaving the US Marines now sitting on

Guadalcanal to their fate ...

61. The Marines now worked diligently to finish the airstrip on Guadalcanal that was

started by the Japanese. They named it Henderson Field after a US aviator killed in

the Battle of Midway, a few months before.

62. Henderson Field is now the international airport for Honiara, the new capital of

the Solomon Islands that was founded after the war. It's where I arrived on

Guadalcanal.
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63. The arrival and departure areas at Henderson Field, modest as they may be, don't

let you forget the heritage of this unique airport.

64. Henderson Field opened for business on August 20, 1942, with the arrival of one

squadron each of 19 F4F Wildcat fighters (pictured here) and 16 SBD Dauntless dive-

bombers.

https://pbs.twimg.com/media/D742gigUYAAX8N7.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/D743R9dVsAAHWtY.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/D743ScIUIAAB3cQ.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/D743TGmUEAAwwUn.jpg


65. These were later augmented and (when bombed or shot down) replaced by a

hodgepodge of Army, Navy, and Marine aircraft that came to be known as the Cactus

Air Force (Cactus was the codename for Guadalcanal).

66. Henderson Field was both the reason the US Marines were on Guadalcanal, in the

first place, and the key to their defense, by providing invaluable air cover.
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67. Constantly strafed, shelled, and bombed, the Cactus Air Force at Henderson was

always in the constant process of being patched back together, salvaging parts and

scarce fuel from one plane to make sure another could fly.

68. Soon the Seabees (naval construction units) were brought in to lay down a metal

grating for the airstrip and taxiways. Some of it's still lying around.

69. Today, some of the old metal airstrip grating from the war has been repurposed

as housing material along the outskirts of Henderson Field.

https://pbs.twimg.com/media/D746d6hUIAEb5Gt.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/D7465MWUYAENHAa.jpg


70. As long as Henderson Field and the Cactus Air Force were in operation, it meant

that US forces controlled the sea lanes around Guadalcanal during daylight, and were

able to (piecemeal) bring in reinforcements and supplies.

71. That is, with the exception of Japanese submarines lurking in the approaches

south of Guadalcanal, at what was dubbed The Junction. When Marines could hear

the explosion of torpedoes from these attacks, they would murmur that "there's a

function at the junction."
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72. But when night came, the Cactus Air Force was blind, and the Japanese sent

convoys of fast destroyers dubbed "The Tokyo Express" down "The Slot" to reinforce

and resupply their forces on Guadalcanal, and even shell the airfield, and get away

under cover of darkness.

73. The Marines' perimeter around Henderson Field wasn't that large. In the

distance, on the right, you can see Mount Austen aka "the grassy knoll" which was

held by the Japanese and offered excellent views of everything happening in and

around the US airstrip.

74. Admiral Yamamoto, the author of the attack on Pearl Harbor, didn't really care

about retaking Guadalcanal, for its own sake. But he believed the Americans did care,

and that pressure on Guadalcanal could be used to lure the remaining US carriers

into battle.
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75. So the Tokyo Express began landing an elite unit led by Colonel Kiyonao Ichiki

(who helped stage the "Marco Polo Bridge Incident" in 1937 that triggered Japan's

invasion of China), along the coast east of the US Marines perimeter.

76. Ichiki was a real firebrand whose past victories caused him to underestimate his

enemy. He didn't even wait for his whole unit to show up before launching an attack

on the US Marines, who he was confident would be swept away by Japanese valor.
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77. On August 20, Ichiki's forces captured a local native Coastwatcher named Jacob

Vouza scouting for the Americans east of the US perimeter. The Japanese tied him to

a tree, tortured him, and - when he wouldn't talk - stabbed him in the neck to finish

him off.

78. But amazingly, Vouza wasn't dead. When the Japanese left, he untied himself and

somehow lurched back to American lines to inform them of Ichiki's impending

attack. He recovered and continued serving thru the campaign. Vouza was later

knighted and remains a huge local hero.
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79. The Marines now knew where the Japanese attack was coming, from the east,

along Alligator Creek (which they mistakenly thought was the Tenaru River) - and

they dug in accordingly.

80. The banks of Alligator Creek today, just east of Henderson Field, are covered with

2nd-growth forest. At that time, both banks hosted coconut groves, part of a

plantation owned by Lever Brothers. The Americans held the left (west) bank, the

Japanese attacked from the right.
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81. Here's Alligator Creek looking in the other direction (south). The US Marines

were dug in with machine guns on the right (west), amid the coconut palms.

82. This isn't Alligator Creek, it's another river further west, but it gives you an idea of

the sandbar that spanned the mouth of the creek, across which the Japanese led a

nighttime "banzai" attack.
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83. The misnamed Battle of the Tenaru is depicted in this clip from "The Pacific",

which gives an accurate depiction of the nighttime attack by 800 elite Japanese

troops against the dug-in and ready US Marines, across Alligator Creek

https://www.youtube.com/embed/tbGvK9vbjVE

84. By the way, the character "Lucky" in "The Pacific" series is Robert Leckie, who

later went on to become an author and historian, and whose book on Guadalcanal is

well worth a read: https://www.amazon.com/Challenge-Pacific-Guadalcanal-

Turning-Point/dp/0553386913/ref=sr_1_1?

keywords=Robert+Leckie+guadalcanal&qid=1559302308&s=gateway&sr=8-1

85. The result was a horrific Japanese defeat. Ichiki and his unit, confident their

charge would sweep all before it, were wiped out nearly to the man.
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86. Actually this clip from "The Pacific", starting at the 4:00 point, accurately shows

the aftermath of the battle, along the sandbar at the mouth of Alligator Creek.

https://www.youtube.com/embed/nuELGSeKM6Q

87. It also accurately depicts the dying efforts by wounded Japanese to grenade US

medics who came to their aid. This fanaticism had a chilling effect on the Americans.

For the rest of the Pacific war, they would rarely take prisoners, even wounded, for

fear of falling prey.
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88. Dead Japanese soldiers lying under the coconut palms beside Alligator Creek,

after the Battle of the Tenaru on August 21. Many have been run over and chewed up

by the treads of advancing US light tanks.

89. In response to the new Japanese landings and ground attacks on Guadalcanal,

Admiral Fletcher brought his three carriers, the USS Saratoga, USS Wasp, and USS

Enterprise, farther north to provide air cover for the threatened Marines.
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90. That put them on a collision course with a Japanese carrier task force

commanded by Vice Admiral Chūichi Nagumo, cruising north of the Solomon

Islands. Just as Admiral Yamamoto had hoped, here was their chance to destroy the

precious US aircraft carriers.

91. The dance began between the opposing sides to locate and launch strikes against

each other's carriers first, in what became known as the Battle of the Eastern

Solomons.
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92. The aircraft carrier USS Enterprise throwing up anti-aircraft fire, under attack by

Japanese dive-bombers and on fire from an earlier bomb hit. During the Battle of the

Eastern Solomons on August 24, 1942.

93. Japanese Val dive-bomber, being shot down over the USS Enterprise during the

Battle of the Eastern Solomons.
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94. Bomb hitting the flight deck of the USS Enterprise during the Battle of the

Eastern Solomons.

95. The Battle of the Eastern Solomons, in late August, was basically a draw. The USS

Enterprise was badly damaged, and the US sank one smaller Japanese carrier, sent

out as a diversion. Both sides were playing it safe, and withdrew.
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96. Meanwhile, the Tokyo Express nighttime destroyer runs were gradually landing

more Japanese troops on Guadalcanal, building up for new attack.

97. And the carrier USS Saratoga was torpedoed by a Japanese submarine, putting it

out of action for the foreseeable future, leaving just two US carriers in the South

Pacific.
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98. By mid-September, the Japanese were ready to try to break through the US

perimeter again. Under the command of Major General Kiyotake Kawaguchi, they

drilled a tortuous path through the jungle to hit the Marines from an unexpected

direction - the south.

99. Except that it wasn't entirely unexpected. General Vandegrift had guessed the

Japanese intentions and positioned the elite Marine Raiders under Col. Edson on a

key ridge blocking the planned Japanese attack. It would be known as Edson's or

Bloody Ridge.

https://pbs.twimg.com/media/D75V5zsUYAAr2lN.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/D75WqLpUwAAH8Bf.jpg


100. The Japanese attacked on two successive nights, September 12-14, but

piecemeal, because they had gotten spread out trekking through the jungle. The first

attack came through this valley just east of the Lungga River (looking south from the

US positions atop "Hill 2").

101. On the second night, the Japanese attacked along the ridgeline from Hill 1 (in the

distance) to Hill 2 (where I'm standing). Both attacks were successfully repulsed.
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102. US Marine standing on Bloody Ridge, south of Henderson Field, after the battle

in mid-September.

103. Dead Japanese soldiers on Bloody Ridge after their unsuccessful night attacks in

mid-September.
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104. I asked my local guide on Bloody Ridge whether the vegetation or topography

had changed at all. He said he asked a US veteran of the battle, who was touring the

site again, the same question, and the veteran said it looked exactly the same.

105. After the successful defense on Bloody Ridge, the Marines were finally able to

bring in enough men and supplies to start building up a full perimeter around

Henderson Field, in every direction.

106. Through the center of it ran the Lungga River, which this picture shows (looking

south) from the window of my plane when I landed at Henderson Field.
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107. The Marines also established a more offensively-oriented position further west,

at the mouth of the Matanikau River. You can see it across the river here, from the

vantage point of the US Memorial. The post-war capital of Honiara has since grown

up around this area.

108. In September, the Marines started sending out patrols beyond their perimeter to

probe for Japanese activity and weaknesses.
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109. But there were also severe setbacks. On September 15, a Japanese submarine

torpedoed and sank the aircraft carrier USS Wasp, forcing the Navy to send the USS

Hornet as a replacement. Attrition was taking its toll.

110. Still, the Navy was learning to take the offense. On the night of October 11, in the

Battle of Cape Esperance, a cruiser force under Rear Admiral Norman Scott blocked a

run of the Tokyo Express. Both sides got bloodied, but it was a far cry from the

disaster at Savo Island.
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111. The Battle of Cape Esperance demonstrated that the US Navy surface fleet could

hit back against the Japanese Imperial Navy, even at night.

112. But just two days later, on the night of October 13, the Japanese battleships

Kongō and Haruna showed up and bombarded Henderson Field. The shelling, which

deeply rattled the US defenders on Guadalcanal, is depicted in this clip from "The

Pacific":
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https://www.youtube.com/embed/zhPc0m7oa2I

113. By mid-October, this US situation on Guadalcanal was becoming critical. The

Cactus Air Force was running out of planes and fuel. And bit by bit, the Tokyo

Express was delivering more Japanese troops to the island in preparation for a big

new offensive.

114. The Japanese had now landed artillery guns (the actual remains of which I saw

here, at local "museum" in the Japanese-held zone west of Honiara) which could hit

Henderson Field day and night - though with less devastating effect than the naval

bombardment.
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115. Lying next to them, here, is the turret of a US light tank, as well as the first US

flag pole that flew over Henderson Field.

116. Here's the nose-window of a Japanese "Betty" bomber from Rabaul that got shot

down over Guadalcanal, and the wing of a Japanese Zero fighter (next to a woman

mowing the grass with a machete).

117. The giant folding wings of a Grumman TBF Avenger carrier-based torpedo

bomber, with early-war USA insignia on them, probably part of the Cactus Air Force
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at Henderson Field.

118. A Grumman F4F Wildcat fighter, the workhorse of the American air patrols

defending the skies over Guadalcanal. It was less agile than the Japanese Zero, but

could take a lot more damage (unarmored Zeros tended to blow up when hit).

119. The remains of an SBD Dauntless carrier-based dive-bomber, with its distinctive

flaps, likely part of the Cactus Air Force, which played a key role in hitting the ships of

the Tokyo Express whenever they got caught out in daylight.

https://pbs.twimg.com/media/D77QXCjUwAARDWe.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/D77QXm8VUAAsoOa.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/D77QX7yV4AA1prV.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/D77RNB1U8AAhVge.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/D77RRsLU8AA_RkZ.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/D77STNVVUAAMfal.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/D77STvRUYAI3NO8.jpg


120. The bulk of Japanese forces were now landing and consolidating to the west of

the American perimeter. There were now nearly 20,000, outnumbering the US

Marines.

121. Though often low on supplies, they were secretly cutting a path, the "Maruyama

Road", that swung south through the thick jungle leading to Bloody Ridge, this time

from the west.

https://pbs.twimg.com/media/D77SUYgUEAAaJXr.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/D77SgGuU0AAtxt2.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/D77W7zMUcAAER79.jpg


122. One of the small mountain guns which Japanese troops lugged along the

"Maruyama Road" through the jungle at Guadalcanal, to provide close support for

their planned infantry assaults to capture Henderson Field.

123. There was - and still is - this myth that the Japanese were crack jungle fighters.

In fact, most Japanese soldiers, raised in a largely urban environment and temperate
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climate, suffered greatly in the jungle on Guadalcanal, at least as much as the

Americans.

124. This realization, by the British fighting in Southeast Asia, gave rise to the

expression "The Jungle is Neutral", which went on to inform - some would argue

misinform - US thinking in the Vietnam War. https://www.amazon.com/Jungle-

Neutral-Soldiers-Escape-Japanese/dp/9814516384/ref=sr_1_2?

keywords=the+jungle+is+neutral&qid=1559340631&s=gateway&sr=8-2

125. The idea being that if the tropical heat and humidity, and thick and unfamiliar

vegetation, impose hardships on your own troops, they impose equal hardships on

the enemy. (Which may not be quite as true if you're fighting locals).
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126. It was at this critical point, October 18, that Nimitz reluctantly relieved his friend

Admiral Ghormley, who he worried had been infected with defeatism, and replaced

him with William Halsey as overall commander in the South Pacific.

127. Halsey's appointment immediately boosted morale. He was seen as a fighter, and

a hands-on commander. Someone willing to take risks to beat the Japanese on

Guadalcanal.
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128. The wave quickly crested, on both land and sea. On October 23, the Japanese

launched an attack across the Matanikau River to the west - as a diversion to their

surprise all-out assault to take Henderson Field, once again from the south by way of

Bloody Ridge.

129. Wrecked Japanese tanks at the mouth of the Matanikau River, now on the built-

up eastern edge of the post-war capital of Honiara.
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130. The main Japanese assault on Bloody Ridge was fought off in part due to the

bravery of Sergeant John Basilone. His actions are depicted in this clip from "The

Pacific", and won him the Medal of Honor.

https://www.youtube.com/embed/4SQqVEu135E

131. John Basilone's Medal of Honor citation can be read below. He survived

Guadalcanal and toured the US to help sell war bonds, but returned to battle and was

killed on Iwo Jima in 1945. He's one of the main characters portrayed in "The

Pacific".
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132. The USS John Basilone (DDG-122), the second US Navy destroyer to be named

after him, is expected to be commissioned soon.

https://www.youtube.com/embed/MYJ_RWdmN2o

133. Looking southeast from Bloody Ridge today, the place where Basilone fought is

the clump of green trees just behind and left (to the east) of the ridge.
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134. The Japanese assault on Henderson Field was intense, and almost broke

through. But the cost of the failed attack was horrific. Up to 3,000 Japanese soldiers

were killed (half the attack force), compared to just 86 of the defending Americans.

135. But early in the battle, Japanese ground forces sent a radio message that they

had CAPTURED Henderson Field. That was wrong, but in response, the Japanese

Navy ordered its main carrier fleet in to finish the job.
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136. Admiral Halsey, throwing caution to the wind, sent in his only two remaining

carriers, the USS Enterprise and USS Hornet, to meet them, and the opposing fleets

clashed in the seas east of Guadalcanal in the Battle of the Santa Cruz Islands.

137. Grumman F4F Wildcat fighter on the USS Enterprise on 24 October 1942, as it

heads into the Battle of the Santa Cruz Islands.

https://pbs.twimg.com/media/D77oKrTUYAIKn70.png
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/D77opyBUYAA3dTj.jpg


138. Japanese Zero fighters and Val dive bombers on the carrier Shōkaku preparing

to launch for an attack on US carrier forces the morning of October 26, 1942

139. TBF Avenger torpedo bomber preparing to take off from the USS Enterprise on

October 26, 1942. Crew are holding up signs telling the pilot the latest known location

of the Japanese carriers.
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140. The sky fills with anti-aircraft fire as the USS Enterprise comes under attack

from Japanese carrier planes in the Battle of the Santa Cruz Islands

141. The crew of the Japanese carrier Shōkaku fights fires on the flight deck after the

strike by US carrier aircraft, during the Battle of the Santa Cruz Islands.
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142. Somebody has done a pretty neat job depicting the Battle of the Santa Cruz

Islands using CGI, and it's worth a watch here:

https://www.youtube.com/embed/LFn6p9s7KJU

143. Damaged Japanese bomber dives towards the carrier USS Hornet, and seconds

later hits, during the Battle of the Santa Cruz Islands.

144. F4F Wildcat fighter plane skids across the flight deck as the USS Hornet makes

violent evasive maneuvers to avoid attacking Japanese dive bombers.
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145. The USS Hornet, crippled by Japanese bombs and torpedoes, sinking. Its loss,

leaving the US with just one (heavily damaged) carrier in the South Pacific, was a

heavy blow.

146. The wreck of the USS Hornet, sunk in October 1942 in the Battle of the Santa

Cruz Islands, was only recently found on the ocean floor.
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Wreck of WWII aircraft carrier USS Hornet discovered in the South Pac…
The wreck of the World War II aircraft carrier USS Hornet (CV-8) has been
discovered off the Solomon Islands by a research organization set up by the late
billionaire Paul Allen.

https://www.foxnews.com/science/wreck-of-wwii-aircraft-carrier-uss-hornet-discovered-…

147. The crew of the USS Enterprise conducts a burial at sea on October 27 for

crewmen killed during the battle the day before. 262 American sailors and airmen

were lost in the Battle of the Santa Cruz Islands.

148. But while US sunk no Japanese carriers in the Battle of Santa Cruz Islands,

Japanese losses of aircraft and - more crucially - irreplaceable pilots was devastating,

and effectively put their carriers out of commission.

149. Fully half of the trained pilots who had taken part in the Japanese attack on

Pearl Harbor, less than a year before, were now dead.
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150. Back home, all eyes were on Halsey and Guadalcanal, the only place in the world

- so far - where US ground troops were fighting the enemy in sizable numbers.

151. And fighting they were. US Marines attacked west across the Matanikau River

and surrounded and destroyed Japanese troops holding Point Cruz. Here they are

dragging bodies of Japanese soldiers from their bunkers on Point Cruz.
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152. Point Cruz is now the main port area of the post-war capital of Honiara. You can

see the mouth of the Matanikau River, also now inside the city, just to its right.

153. Here's a video of the container port at Point Cruz as seen from the sea.

0:00

154. The main boat landing at the western base of Point Cruz, in Honiara. The tiny

peninsula, now filled with docks, warehouses, and fuel storage tanks, was once a

battlefield for US and Japanese troops.
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155. The Japanese realized that destroyer runs by the Tokyo Express just weren't

enough to supply and reinforce their men on Guadalcanal. They needed to send in

cargo ships, and the only way to do that was to send in their big battleships to shell

and destroy Henderson Field.

156. Japan's big-gun battleships would clash in two night engagements with US naval

forces - once again, the waters surrounding Savo Island.
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157. In the first battle, in the early morning of November 13, the US rushed a force of

outmatched cruisers and destroyers on a nearly "suicidal" mission to block a

taskforce led by the Japanese battleships Hiei and Kirishima from reaching

Guadalcanal.

158. The "Cruiser Night Action", also called the "First Naval Battle of Guadalcanal"

was a confused slugfest that one participant called "a barroom brawl with the lights

out".
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159. The fighting was horrific, with ships exchanging fire at brutally point-blank

range in the dark. Twisted steel, fire, and torn limbs covered decks running with

blood. One participant compared it to a scene from Dante's Inferno.

160. The US commander, Rear Admiral Daniel Callaghan, and his second in

command, Rear Admiral Norman Scott (the victor at the earlier Battle of Cape

Esperance) were both killed on the bridges of their warships, in the melee.
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161. Four US destroyers and one cruiser, the USS Atlanta, were sunk outright. Three

other US cruisers were badly damaged and nearly sunk. 1,439 US sailors were killed

in action.

162. But the Japanese battleship Hiei was crippled in the battle, and sunk the next

day by US planes off Savo Island - a huge victory. The battleship Kirishima was forced

to turn back, and Henderson Field was saved - for the moment.

163. One of the US ships that was badly damaged was the cruiser USS Juneau. With

the rest of the task force, it limped its way back to New Caledonia and safety.
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• • •

164. On board the USS Juneau were five brothers from Waterloo, Iowa: the Sullivans.

The brothers enlisted together in January on the stipulation that they serve together

on the same ship, a request the Navy reluctantly honored - then vigorously promoted

for publicity purposes.
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