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Jeffrey Epstein Was a Sex Offender. The Powerful
Welcomed Him Anyway.

Jeffrey Epstein Was a Sex Offender. The Powerful Welcomed Him Any…
Mr. Epstein served time a decade ago. When he returned to New York, he staged a
comeback campaign among the elite.

https://nyti.ms/2JxDwo2

Epstein pleaded guilty in 2008 to a sex crime involving a 17-year-old girl. 

 

A strange thing happened when Jeffrey Epstein came back to New York City after

being branded a sex offender: His reputation appeared to rise.

2010, the year after he got out of a Florida prison, Katie Couric and George

Stephanopoulos dined at his Manhattan mansion with a British royal. The next year,

Epstein was photographed at a “billionaire’s dinner” attended by tech titans like Jeff

Bezos and Elon Musk.

A page popped up on Harvard University’s website lauding his accomplishments, and

superlative-filled news releases described his lofty ambitions as he dedicated $10

million to charitable causes.

Powerful female friends served as social guarantors: Peggy Siegal, a gatekeeper for A-

list events, included him in movie screenings, and Dr. Eva Andersson-Dubin, a

champion of women’s health, maintained a friendship that some felt gave him

credibility.

“If you looked up Jeffrey Epstein online in 2012, you would see what we all saw,”

Leon Botstein, the president of Bard College, said in an interview.  

 

He seemed “like an ex-con who had done well on Wall Street,” who was close to the

Clintons and gave money to academic pursuits

That was why, he noted, Bard accepted an unsolicited $50,000 in 2011 for its high
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schools, followed later that year and in 2012 by another $75,000 in donations.

Over a decade ago, when Epstein was very publicly accused of sexually abusing girls

as young as 14, he minimized the legal consequences with high-powered lawyers,

monetary settlements that silenced complaints, and a plea deal that short-circuited

an F.B.I. investigation

Socially, Epstein carried out a parallel effort, trying to preserve his reputation as a

financier, philanthropist and thinker. 

 

Some of the respect Epstein, 66, drew on was MANUFACTURED, the

accomplishments RECYCLED.

The gathering with Hawking was in 2006. 

 

Positive online notices paid for by Epstein: A writer employed by his foundation

churned out news releases, & the supposed author of a pro-Epstein Forbes story

conceded he was given $600 to post the pre-written article under his own name.

Though some institutions and prominent people, including Trump, said they

shunned him, Epstein’s tactics largely worked.

This past wk, as the scope of his offenses, involving dozens of girls in the early 2000s,

became clearer after a new indictment in NY, the story of Epstein and his social

circles shows how some people were willing to give a pass to rich man convicted of a

crime involving a CHILD.

Epstein’s social strategy proceeded from his legal one. His plea involved one girl, a

17yo & the crime was prostitution, which made it look like the teen was in part to

blame — gave others a reason to dismiss his wrongdoing, decide he already paid his

penalty or not question it

At the top of NY society, plenty of people have “weird chitchat attached to their

name,” said Candace Bushnell, the “Sex and the City” writer. She said in an interview

that she looked into rumors about Mr. Epstein for the Observer in 1994

She stopped reporting after she was thrown out of his townhouse and threatened. 

 

For years to come, people brushed such stories aside. “You’d think, ‘It couldn’t

possibly be true,’” she said.

March 2006, a year after allegations of sexual misconduct were first reported to the

police in Palm Beach, Fla., Epstein underwrote the kind of elite event he prized.

It was a 5-day gathering in the Caribbean of some of the world’s top scientists,

including Dr. Hawking, to share ideas about gravity & cosmology, with scuba and

catamaran excursions on the side. One evening, the participants had dinner on the

beach at Epstein’s private island.

Some of the scientists noticed that Epstein “was always followed by a group of

something like three or four young women,” as Alan Guth, a physicist at the
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Massachusetts Institute of Technology, put it in an email to The New York Times,

BUT THEY DID NOT PROBE FURTHER.🤬

Over a decade later, after Epstein was released from the Palm Beach County jail, he

employed a similar strategy. He surrounded himself with prestige and COUNTED ON

OTHERS TO LOOK PAST WHAT HE HAD DONE.

Though Epstein never attended Harvard, (nor is he a college graduate) it became a

recurring theme in his self-styled image.  

 

He made donations and mingled with its faculty, including the law professor Alan

Dershowitz, right. 

 

HARVARD NEEDS ☀

“I’m not a sexual predator, I’m an ‘offender,’ Epstein told The New York Post in 2011.

“It’s the difference between a murderer and a person who steals a bagel.” 

 

Ms. Siegal recalled, “He said he’d served his time and assured me that he changed his

ways.”

For someone purported to have vast resources at his disposal, Epstein’s early

endeavors to improve his image were crappy. In 2010 he created the first of at least a

half-dozen websites, dedicated to extolling his philanthropy & fashioning himself a

patron of technology & medicine

The websites looked amateurish, the photos of him meeting with top scientists dated

to years before his time in prison, and the name of the Harvard professor who led a

research center Epstein had funded, Martin A. Nowak, was often misspelled.

At the same time, Epstein launched a public-relations blitz composed of a tons of

news releases, along w canned write-ups designed to resemble news stories.  

 

Most circulated from 2012 to 2014, were recycled accounts of donations he had made

in the early 2000s

The earliest releases listed Epstein’s personal contact information, though later ones

had the name of a media consultant.  

 

Some of the ersatz news stories found their way onto sites like Forbes and The

Huffington Post.


