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the other children were given two combs and told to share
those two lice combs, and brush their hair with the same
combs...

Inside a Texas Building Where the Government Is Holding Immigrant C…
Isaac Chotiner interviews Warren Binford, a lawyer who has been interviewing
children held in the detention facilities and who was so disturbed by what she saw
that she decided to talk to the media.

https://www.newyorker.com/news/q-and-a/inside-a-texas-building-where-the-governme…
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one of the combs was lost, and Border Patrol agents got so mad that they took away

the children’s blankets and mats.  

 

They weren’t allowed to sleep on the beds, and they had to sleep on the concrete floor

on Wednesday night as punishment for losing the comb.

Almost every child interviewed had a parent or relative in the US. 

 

Many had parents in the US & were coming here to be with their parents. 

 

Some of the children had been separated from their parents. 

 

Most of them were separated from other adult relatives.

Almost all the children came across with an adult family member and were separated

from them by Border Patrol  

 

Some of them were separated from their parents themselves, other times it was a

grandmother or aunt or an older sibling.

There were over 100 young children when they first arrived. 
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child-mothers were also there

“Children described to us that they’ve been there for three weeks or longer. And so,

immediately from that population that we were trying to triage, they were filthy dirty,

there was mucus on their shirts, the shirts were dirty. “

🚨They told us that they were hungry. 

 

🚨They told us that some of them had not showered or had not showered until the

day or two days before we arrived. 

 

🚨Many of them described that they only brushed their teeth once.

“the children told us that nobody’s taking care of them...the older children are trying

to take care of the younger children. 

 

The guards are asking... “Who wants to take care of this little boy? Who wants to take

of this little girl?” and they’ll bring in a 2yo, 3yo, 4yo

“the littlest kids are expected to be taken care of by the older kids, but then some of

the oldest children lose interest in it, and little children get handed off to other

children. And sometimes we hear about the littlest children being alone by

themselves on the floor.”

Many of the children reported sleeping on the concrete floor.  

 

They are being given army blankets, those wool-type blankets that are really harsh.  

 

Most of the children said they’re being given two blankets, one to put beneath them

on the floor.

Some of the children are describing just being given one blanket and having to decide

whether to put it under them or over them because there is AC at this facility. 

 

They’re having to decide, 

 

‘Do I try to protect myself from the cement, or do I try to keep warm?’

▪ There was a lice infestation as well as an influenza outbreak at that facility 

 

▪ a number of the children are being taken into isolation rooms, quarantine areas 🚨

where there’s nobody with them except for other sick children.

one child-mother took her baby in there, because the baby got the flu. 

 

And then the mother, because she was in there caring for the child, got the flu as well.

 

She was there for a week, and they took the baby out and gave the baby to an

unrelated child

the fact is that some of the guards are bad people, and there’s no question about it.



one of the guards has an older child, who’s 17, serve as the unofficial guard inside the

room. He tells the kids what to do, and he tries to keep the room neat and straighten

up the mattresses and everything.  

 

He’s rewarded with extra food...

when a seven-year-old saw that this older boy was getting extra food by being helpful,

he asked if he could help clean up the room and keep it neat so that he, too, could get

extra food....

The 17yr old chastised the 7 yr old for this, and then when an older sibling tried to

stand up for his little brother, the guard intervened and reprimanded both the little

boy and his older brother.

“And so you’ve got a guard who is manipulating these kids, very similar to what we

heard about in the concentration camps. “

“I just got back from this facility where laws were being broken right and left. There is

a judgment in this case that says that children are supposed to be treated a certain

way... All of these children are in government custody, & those very basic standards

are being violated.”

“there is nothing sanitary about the conditions they are in. And they are not safe,

because they are getting sick, and they are not being adequately supervised by the

Border Patrol officers. This is a violation of the case law. “

“these children are not supposed to be in a Border Patrol facility any longer than they

absolutely have to, and in no event are they supposed to be there for more than

seventy-two hours. And many of them were there for three and a half weeks.”

“they are not supposed to be breaking up families. In the Ms. L case that was brought

last year, when children were being routinely separated by their parents, that judge

ruled that these children need to be kept with their parents...”

“...that family integrity is a constitutional right and is being violated.”

“There were children at this facility who came across with parents and were separated

from parents. There were other children at the facility who came across with other

adult family members. We met almost no children who came across unaccompanied.

“

@realDonaldTrump is taking children away from their family unit and reclassifying

them as unaccompanied children.  

 

But they were not unaccompanied children. And some of them were separated from

their parents.

the lead attorneys in the Flores case are very concerned about what we found on the

site visit.

Even the little things—when they are transporting the babies, transporting the

toddlers and the preschoolers, they are not putting them in infant seats or booster

https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump
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seats, and they are driving along Texas highways, all of which require children to be

properly placed in the vehicle.

“It is so frustrating to hear the current Administration talking about the rule of law

when they flout the rule of law right and left.”

“Almost all of these children have family members, including parents, in the US, who

are able to & want to take care of their children. All we need to do is to get these

children to their families, & we know that almost all of them will be well cared for...”

“...and it will cost the U.S. taxpayer no money to care for these children, because they

will be cared for by their parents.”

“There is no reason for the American taxpayer to have to pay seven hundred and

seventy-five dollars a day to care for children who have families who love them, and

are here in the United States, and want to take care of them. “


