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Interpol: 157 children -- some as young as 11 -- were
among 220 people rescued from sex and labor trafficking
rings in West Africa 
 
47 people were arrested following the raids 
 
@CNN

Interpol: 157 children rescued from West Africa trafficking ring
More than 150 children -- some as young as 11 -- were among 220 people rescued
from sex and labor trafficking rings in West Africa, Interpol said.

https://cnn.it/2UWJTII

Most of the victims were beaten, subjected to abuses and told they would never see

their families again by their traffickers, said Interpol. 

 

They came from West African countries including the Republic of Benin, Burkina

Faso, Niger, Nigeria, and Togo.

Local police working with Interpol rescued some of the victims from places where

they were forced to become sex workers, and the majority were working as servants

in markets in both countries.

One of the children was found wheeling bags of rice weighing up to 40 kilograms

between the borders of the Republic of Benin and Nigeria, a spokesman for the

agency said.

"Many..children are shipped..into these markets to carry out forced labor. These are

organized crime groups...motivated by making money...They don't care about the

children forced into prostitution, working in terrible conditions, living on the

streets...”
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https://www.youtube.com/embed/PjbDutbNtV8

The months-long operation begun in 2018 and involved local law enforcement

officers and anti-trafficking agencies in Republic of Benin and Nigeria --- countries

identified as hotspots for child labor trafficking, Interpol's Dir of Organised and

Emerging Crime Paul Stanfield said

Trafficking is a significant challenge facing many African countries, where thousands

of people, mainly children, are sold into prostitution rings and labor camps by human

smuggling networks.

20,000+ Nigerian girls were forced to into prostitution rings in mining camps &

hotels in Mali by traffickers who promised employment in hotels in Malaysia,

according to the country's National Agency for the Prohibition of Trafficking in

Persons 

20,000 Nigerian girls sold to prostitution ring, trafficking agency says
Nigeria's anti-trafficking agency says it has received concrete intelligence that
around 20,000 Nigerian girls have been forced into prostitution in Mali.

https://edition.cnn.com/2019/01/22/africa/nigeria-mali-human-trafficking/index.html

Victims rescued in this operation were handed to local officials in the Republic of

Benin and Nigeria. 

 

Some were reunited with their parents, and others have transferred to shelters in

both countries, the international police agency said.
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• • •

"Nobody belongs in the markets or on the streets as slave laborers," said Hounde

Seidou from Benin's anti-trafficking agency said, adding that law enforcement

officers must apprehend offenders especially in cases involving children.

Eighty-five children were rescued in Sudan in another Interpol raid in September last

year from gold mines in Khartoum, where they were forced to work with dangerous

chemicals.

Interpol rescues 85 children in Sudan trafficking ring
Police in Sudan have rescued 94 people, mostly children, from criminal human
trafficking networks in the country, Interpol has said.

https://edition.cnn.com/2018/09/11/africa/interpol-burst-trafficking-ring-sudan/index.html
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