
���� �� ��� 🐮
@LuluLemew

Thread Reader App
89 tweets - 02 Apr 2019

LuluLemew/status/1113033059568402432

 
 
 

Nationwide �ght to ban child marriage faces opposition and legislative deadlock  

 

A majority of states allow 16- and 17-year-olds to wed, and 17 states have no

minimum age to marry 

- NBC News

https://apple.news/AMliq74CLSva3EspqQssj0Q

Nationwide fight to ban child marriage faces opposition and legislative deadlock — NBC News
A majority of states allow 16- and 17-year-olds to wed, and 17 states have no minimum age to marry,
experts say.

https://apple.news/AMliq74CLSva3EspqQssj0Q

In 2017, when CA state Sen. Jerry Hill heard about a local 12yo girl getting married to a 28yo man, he

thought it was just a sick rumor. 

“It’s one of those, ‘You’re kidding me, that’s not happening here,’”  

 

Then he learned the truth: It was happening, and it was legal

Hill discovered that child marriages occur in CA because, like in many states, there was no minimum age

to wed, and in others, the laws set the age below age 18, even if one spouse is years or decades older.

Often, all it takes is the permission of a parent or a judge.

Across the country, laws allowing minors to wed are common, experts say. A majority of states allow 16-

17-year-olds to marry, and 17 states have no minimum marriage age, according to Tahirih Justice Center,

a nonprofit that seeks to protect immigrant women and girls from violence

Only seven have effectively banned child marriage, either by raising the marriage age to 18, with no

exceptions, or carving out allowances for court-emancipated minors, who are considered legal adults

Hill swiftly drafted a bill to make 18 the legal age to marry in California, thinking the community would

be outraged, his colleagues angry and the issue quickly fixed. 

But that wasn’t the case.

https://pbs.twimg.com/media/D3JOvA1WAAIg9yO.jpg

Hill’s bill to raise the marriage age to 18 came under opposition from some fellow lawmakers as well as

civil rights and other advocacy groups, such as the American Civil Liberties Union of Northern California
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and Planned Parenthood.

The final bill, which passed in 2018, placed strict guidelines on judges, requiring them to interview the

parties, gain consent from parents, and report any suspicious circumstances, and also mandated counties

collect data on child brides;

but opponents of child marriage still denounced the bill for failing to set an age minimum

Experts, advocates and state lawmakers say the CA case illustrates a larger struggle happening in

statehouses across the country; as the movement to ban child marriage gains momentum, activists often

face pushback, a lack of awareness among lawmakers and legislative deadlock

Despite that many states allow children to wed, the federal government considers marriage under the age

of 18 in foreign countries a “human rights abuse” that “undermines” policies abroad.

Earlier this year, a Senate report revealed for the first time the extent to which legal loopholes within the

U.S. immigration system have enabled thousands of men to bring child brides or fiancées into the U.S.

over the past decade

Advocates note, however, that states, which issue marriage licenses, are the first line of defense against

child marriage... 

 

an issue that *mainly affects young girls*.

According to the advocacy group Unchained at Last, nearly a quarter of a million children were married

in the U.S. between 2000 and 2010 —  

 

⚠the majority of whom were young girls marrying older men.

“Just like most of America, legislators are surprised that child marriage is an issue in the U.S. and in their

respective states,” said Amanda Parker, a senior policy expert at the AHA Foundation, a women's rights

group founded by activist Ayaan Hirsi Ali.

Hill said after he introduced his legislation to set the marriage age at 18, he received a lot of pushback

and the result was a “watered down” law.

“I got opposition from mostly legislators who felt there should be no limit," he said. "They would say, ‘If

you're going to limit this, what about if you're pregnant? You shouldn't be limiting that if a pregnancy is

involved.’” 

 

Pregnancy does not require marriage. It’s not 1865.

The state’s ACLU argued that his bill "unnecessarily & unduly intrudes on the fundamental rights of

marriage without sufficient cause," saying the extent of the problem was unknown & that state law was

sufficiently stringent bc it already required parental & judicial approval.

Other groups, like Planned Parenthood, agreed. The National Center for Youth Law, a youth advocacy

organization, contended that there was not enough data to show there was a problem. 

 

THIS IS the PROBLEM  

”⚠the majority of whom were young girls marrying older men.”

Former Missouri state Rep. Jean Evans, a Republican, said she also felt pressure to compromise on the

issue. She worked for two years to ban child marriage in the state which had no minimum age limit and...

...was a DESTINATION SPOT for CHILD BRIDGES, according to an investigative report by The Kansas

City Star. When her bill passed in 2018, it made the minimum age for marriage 16 rather than 18.

http://www.kansascity.com/news/state/missouri/article204287484.html

Missouri is a destination wedding spot — for 15-year-old brides
Missouri has the most lenient law in the nation for 15-year-old brides. The sole requirement: one parent’s
OK. But support is building to change that.

http://www.kansascity.com/news/state/missouri/article204287484.html

“I just knew they would support the legislation,” Evans said, who is now the executive director of the state
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Republican Party, describing what she mistakenly thought when she took up the cause.

But then she heard from fellow lawmakers who expressed concern about religious sects in the state that

allow those under 18 to marry and about restricting young people in the military, who might deploy, from

marrying.

“These people would say, ‘Oh, it’s two 16 year-olds, it's their business’,” she said. “It wasn’t two star-

crossed lovers, it’s not Romeo and Juliet. It was a predatory marriage.”

The final bill added a trade-off provision that barred those above age 21 from marrying anyone below 16,

to prevent older men from exploiting young girls; it also required parental and judicial consent for

marriages involving 16- or 17-year-olds

“There may have been a thought that a pregnant teen was better off being married, but studies show that

she may be worse off if she married before 18,” Smoot said, noting there are social, educational and

economic strains on young girls who marry.

State lawmakers are unaware of the problem and how it can harm young women, which leads to

hesitation to outlaw it completely, Smoot added

No. 1, they didn't realize that it’s as much of a problem that it is;  

 

No. 2, that it has these harmful effects; &  

 

No. 3, they didn't have any idea that the laws there on the books subject girls to these many risks & was

open to manipulation by parents and predatory partners”

Smoot also noted that the crunch of the legislative session coupled w skepticism about the problem also

forces lawmakers to compromise, such as in Missouri & CA. 

 

That keeps the allowable marriage age below 18 in many states & puts discretion in the hands of judges

and parents.

“States where they have an age floor, maybe it's 16, or 16 to 17 years old, they have this wide open

potential abuse for parents to pawn their daughters off to whoever will take them,” she said

“A judge is not given guidance about what should trigger a denial and will often feel reluctant to deny,” so

they are “maybe more likely to rubber-stamp or approve,” she added.

At least 10 states are currently considering legislation to raise the marriage age to 18, including

Massachusetts. 

 

(Even as im reading this I sit here dumbfounded as to how this, in 2019, is still a thing)

State Rep. Kay Khan said the process there has involved less pushback & more education. Last year, she

introduced a bill to ban child marriage, but it never came to a vote. This year, she re-filed the bill hoping

to make the state one of the few that have curtailed the practice.

Khan, who chairs the state House's Committee on Children, Families & Persons with Disabilities, said

people are surprised to learn that child marriages are permitted... & "want to know more." 

 

“Whenever we talk to people, they have no idea and that this is a problem,” she said.

Advocates have worked with Khan to get the message out, and the lawmaker has created a task force to

probe the issue. She told NBC News that her colleagues have been willing to listen to her, rather than

oppose her efforts.

“I think that here in Massachusetts, the people I’m working with are very committed to keeping the

bright line at 18,” she said. 

 

Khan added that she’d like to see her state become “an example, like Delaware and New Jersey,” which

outlawed marriage to anyone <18, w no exceptions

But Smoot said that as more survivors and advocates speak out, some states are showing themselves

more willing to address the issue than others. In the latter instances, she said, “We have to pour on all the

gas" to pressure lawmakers

“We do think that the best solution is age 18, no exceptions,” she said. “I never think that it’s a good idea



to pass a low-bar bill. I think it’s always best to pass the best possible bill. The years that you don't do

anything, girls are being put at risk.”

“Every piece of legislation is looked at through that lens, and you can amend it down the road and clean

up language,” he said. “It’s not what we wanted, it’s not where we like to see California, but it’s much

better than current practice.”

In other cases, states that don't push for marriage restrictions can face regional pressure from those that

do, fearing they'll become destination jurisdictions.

“We are making progress, but I think the continued battle is to make sure it's not a tick-the-box kind of

progress where the legislator can say, ‘We did something,’ Smoot said. “That ‘something’ has to be

meaningful.”

MISSOURI 

Missouri’s Child Brides 

 

This state has the most lenient law in the nation for 15-year-old brides. Some may have even married

their rapists. 

 

https://www.kansascity.com/news/state/missouri/article204287484.html#storylink=cpy

Missouri is a destination wedding spot — for 15-year-old brides
Missouri has the most lenient law in the nation for 15-year-old brides. The sole requirement: one parent’s
OK. But support is building to change that.

https://www.kansascity.com/news/state/missouri/article204287484.html#storylink=cpy

In the dark before sunrise, high school sophomore Brittany Koerselman, belly bulging, 7 months

pregnant & feeling like a cow, tucked herself into the borrowed white prom dress that would be her

wedding gown. 

 

The Iowa teen didn’t want to be a child bride. But the cops were coming

She was 15, not even old enough to drive on her own. Jeremie Rook, her boyfriend and the father of her

baby, was 21.

It didn’t matter how “infatuatedly in love” she was then with everything about Jeremie — his long

chocolate hair, his bad-boy attitude, tongue stud and 28 tattoos. In Iowa, a 21-year-old having sex with a

15-year-old is statutory rape. The evidence was alive in her womb.

“I never wanted to get married, ever, like in my life,” Brittany recalled recently. “But I did it anyway,

because it was either that or he go to prison, like, forever.”

So on a cold morning in March 2014, she piled into a car with her family and sped south for six hours and

400 miles from Little Rock, Iowa, near the Minnesota border, to get to the one state that possesses the

most lenient law in the nation allowing 15-year-olds to wed: 

 

Missouri

More than 1,000 children the same age as Brittany have married in the state since 1999. 

 

No place in the United States is easier, The Star found in an analysis of child marriage statutes across the

country.

Every other state requires some combination of a judge’s order, parents’ permission, premarital

counseling or proof of pregnancy. Some flat-out prohibit it. But here, kids as young as 15 can marry with

no more than the single parental signature, even if the other parent objects.

Even children ages 14, 13, 12 or younger can marry in Missouri, as it remains one of 25 states with no

minimum age requirement, although at 14 or younger, a judge must approve. 

 

But 15? One signature.

A review of 50k marriage licenses shows how Missouri’s lax law has for years turned the state into a

destination wedding spot for 15yo child brides, often rushing to get married.  
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Some traveled up to 1,800 miles to Missouri, from as far off as Oregon, ID, UT, FL and elsewhere

BRIDES*

Down in Missouri’s Bootheel, the poorest corner of the state, Pam Strawbridge, the Pemiscot County

recorder of deeds, has been issuing marriage licenses for 40 years.

Combined with nearby Dunklin County, the area ranks with St. Louis and the Kansas City area as a child

marriage hot spot, with more than half coming in from across the state line.

“What do I think about 15-year-olds coming to the state of Missouri to get married?” she said.  

 

“I think they’re way too young … but Missouri law allows it.” 

 

She is sorry that is the case.

Strawbridge’s own grandmother was wed at 13 and raised 11 children. But that, she said, was a past era

when young marriages were common, divorces rare and farm and factory jobs could support kids who

quit high school.

“Fifteen-year-olds should be coloring in coloring books or something.” 

 

Compared to the state’s 40,000 or so marriages a year, a handful of 15-year-old brides may not seem like

much. Year over year, the number has gradually dwindled from 104 married in 1999 to just 16 in 2015.

But critics argue that the effects are devastating. In a rising wave, they are pushing to abolish marriages

of all minors — anyone under 18 in the U.S.

Some 8,350 kids under 18 (about 7,050 girls, 1,300 boys) have married in Missouri since 1999, ranking it

among the top 10 states in the nation for child marriages, with Texas and Florida leading the pack at

more than 40,000 and 16,000 respectively.

Some 85% in all states are girls, most of whom come from poverty and remain in poverty. They endure

higher rates of psychiatric disorders, health problems & physical & sexual abuse. A majority of child

brides drop out of high school & rely on assistance.

Fifteen-year-old brides face more obstacles: Too young to drive on their own, get full-time jobs or obtain

a GED, they can find themselves dependent upon and thus vulnerable to the demands of their spouses or

the parent who might have forced them into marriage in the first place.

FORCED TO WED 

It wasn’t Brittany’s idea to get married. “It was my mother’s great idea,” 

 

In Missouri, married minors aren’t even allowed to file for divorce w/o a parent’s signature. If it turns

abusive, they often are too young to check themselves into an adult shelter.

“The most important reason we need to end marriage before 18 is because it can so easily be forced,” said

Fraidy Reiss, the founder and executive director of Unchained at Last, a national org campaigning to

make 18 the minimum marital age in every state, with no exceptions.

“It is evil to give children the so-called right to enter into this really serious contract before they have the

right to safely navigate this contract, to say no to the contract, to be able to get out of the contract. That is

evil.

It’s like taking somebody, blindfolding her, taping up her mouth, tying her hands behind her back, tying

her ankles together and then throwing her into the pool and saying, ‘We’re giving her the right to swim.’”

Advocates are having some success. Three states in the last two years have raised their minimum

marriage age: New York to 17, Texas and Virginia to 18.

Hoping to thwart child marriages and human trafficking, Missouri Rep. Jean Evans, a St. Louis County

Republican, last year introduced a bill in Jefferson City that would have prohibited marriage for anyone

under 17. Time ran out before the bill could make it to the Senate floor.

This year, Rep. Bill White, a Joplin Republican, pushed for a compromise to accommodate families who

believe strongly that children should be born in wedlock. He offers the example of, say, a 16-year-old

pregnant girl who wants to marry her 17-year-old boyfriend.



“What, you’re going to make them wait a year so that the baby is born out of wedlock when they really

want to get married?” White said in an interview. “I think it’s a big encroachment on these two people’s

lives to say, ‘No, you can’t get married until you’re 17.’”

He now supports Evans’ new House Bill 1630, which operates on multiple fronts: 

 

▪ The bill would prohibit marriages for anyone under 15. 

 

▪ All 17-year-olds would still need a parent’s approval, while 15- and 16-year-olds would require approval

from both a parent and a judge.

The law would ban anyone 21 or older from marrying anyone 16 or younger — getting rid of what Evans

called “the creepy old guy that’s knocked up some young girl” factor. 

 

State records show such age disparities aren’t uncommon.

The majority of child marriages in the state are Romeo and Juliet couples — girls marrying young men

close to their own ages. But records show that about 300 of the 1,000 15-year-olds wed in the state since

1999 married men age 21 or older.

A handful married men in their 30s, 40s and 50s. In 2005, one 15-year-old girl is recorded as having

married a man in the category of “75 years and over.”

Supporters say that requiring judicial approval for 15- and 16-year-olds to wed would allow judges to

weed out inappropriate or forced marriages.

But in February, it was that requirement that triggered robust debate on the House floor, with opponents

arguing that the inclusion of a judge stripped parents of a fundamental right to determine what’s right for

their own kids.

“This only takes (away) the parental rights of good law-abiding citizens,” Benton County Rep. Wanda

Brown argued. 

 

The bill nonetheless passed the House on a 95 to 50 vote and was sent to the Senate.

“We don’t want to be known as the state that attracts people for the wrong reason — marriage tourism, if

you will,” Evans said. “We want to be known as the state that protects children. 

 

“You can’t buy Sudafed, you can’t vote, but you can get married? It’s ridiculous.”

Brittany didn’t feel ridiculous when she married Jeremie. She felt miserable, standing barefoot on the

cold March grass outside the courthouse in Platte City, Mo. 

 

Her feet, swollen from her pregnancy, wouldn’t fit into her shoes. 

There was no wedding cake. 

No presents. 

No rings.

In brief moments when she imagined getting married, she thought that her father might walk her down

the aisle. 

 

“There was no aisle,” Brittany said.

Age 19 now, she is a 6’2 former volleyball player. She spoke seated in the living room of her rented house

in Sheldon, Iowa. It is a large clapboard that she shares with her son, Jax, soon to be 4, and a childhood

friend who is a roommate.

Even before saying her vows, Brittany sensed that the marriage was doomed. Statistics show that the

younger one marries, the greater the chance for eventual divorce. Nearly 50 percent of teen marriages

don’t last 10 years. 

 

Brittany’s lasted three.

I was 15 years old,” she said. “I was pregnant. I was still in school. He didn’t have a job yet. … Plus the

pressure. I didn’t see things going in a very good direction.”

Brittany’s story is just one of a number shared with The Star. What quickly becomes clear through others’



tales is that marriages at 15, like all marriages, are as complicated and nuanced as the brides and grooms

themselves.

Some child brides felt forced into marriage to legitimize a pregnancy. Others were trying to keep a

boyfriend out of prison, or to flee from tumultous homes. Still more say they married out of young love

that has lasted.

I think we are used to the idea of thinking that this (child marriage) must inherently be coercive or

exploitative,” said University of Kansas historian Nicholas Syrett, author of 2016’s “American Child

Bride: A History of Minors and Marriage in the United States.”

“I don’t think it’s always that. And, mostly, the history of child marriage in the United States indicates

that it probably has not been that.”

Brittany said that it wasn’t just that she’s in love with Jeremie, “I’m addicted to him.” 

 

“I love him to death,” she said. “I will always love him to death.”

The only reason she felt forced to marry, and speed to Missouri, was because a nosy and vindictive

neighbor in their former town alerted police when she was 7 months pregnant.

But before that, “we had the best relationship you could ever imagine,” 

 

“I was never happier in my entire life than in those two years before we had to get married,” she said. 

 

She had just turned 14 in the summer they met. He was 20.


