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Ten years ago today, abortion provider Dr. George Tiller
was shot and killed while serving as an usher in his
church. He was the eighth abortion provider to be
murdered by anti-abortion terrorists. A thread on his
legacy and the cost of anti-abortion violence:

Dr. Tiller was in the cross-hairs of targeted anti-abortion harassment and violence. In

1986, his clinic was bombed. He survived an earlier assassination attempt in 1993 -

he was shot in the arm by an anti-abortion terrorist. He returned to work two days

later.

Bill O’Reilly, then of Fox News, was on a campaign to target and defame Dr. Tiller. In

the four years leading up to his assassination, he talked about Dr. Tiller on 29

episodes of his show, frequently calling him “Tiller the Baby Killer.” That rhetoric has

very real consequences.

In 2014, Robert Dear murdered three people at a Planned Parenthood in Colorado

Springs after doctored videos from anti-abortion activists falsely accused the

organization of selling baby parts. That brings the total of murdered abortion

providers/staff to eleven.

Rates of harassment and violence against abortion clinics have only escalated since

then. Last year, nearly one in four abortion clinics experienced the most severed types

of threats and violence, including death threats, stalking and blocking clinic access.

I’ve been a clinic escort for the last five and a half years, and I’ve seen a shift. The

rhetoric has escalated. Anti-abortion protesters feel emboldened by this

administration and the increasingly draconian abortion restrictions. They fuel each

other to become more aggressive.

The ultimate cost of anti-abortion harassment and violence is to the patient, who, by

simply trying to access a health care service that has been legal for nearly half a

century, ends up in the middle of a war zone. It’s a battle no one should have to fight

to get health care.

Now, Roe v. Wade is in serious jeopardy. Barring a court intervention, Missouri’s last

abortion clinic is set to stop providing that care today. 29 million women of

reproductive age live in a state that is hostile to abortion rights. The situation is dire

and dangerous.

But there’s also hope. There remains a vast network of people committed to making

safe abortion accessible. Dr. Tiller didn’t stop and neither can we. After his clinic was
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bombed in 1986, he hung a sign outside the rubble that said "Hell, No. We Won't

Go!”  

 

And neither will we.

I've expanded on this thread at the @washingtonpost. Thanks to @AlyssaRosenberg

for allowing me to honor Dr. George Tiller's legacy in this way, 10 years after his

murder. He never cowered to anti-choice harassment and violence, and neither

should we.
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