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A history lesson *is* warranted. Senators James Eastland
and Herman Talmadge were southern *conservatives*—
as were other segregationists, in both parties.  

Tom Cotton
@TomCottonAR

A history lesson is warranted: Senators James Eastland and 
Herman Talmadge were *Democrats*—as were other 
segregationists. @JoeBiden & them have nothing to do with 
“bipartisanship,” so please leave GOP out of Democrats’ debates 
about their party’s troubled history on race.
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As I've noted repeatedly, Southern Democrats were *absolutely* the champions of

segregation for most of the 20th century. 

 

But on segregation and civil rights, the first Southern Republicans of the modern era

were virtually identical.  

 

See this thread:

Kevin M. Kruse
@KevinMKruse

Usually, the popular debate over the partisan realignment over 
civil  rights focuses on southern Democrats, but it's just as 

instructive to look at the first wave of southern Republicans.
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290 people are talking about this

To be clear, the point in all that isn't that Southern Republicans were "worse" than

Southern Democrats on matters of civil rights, but rather that they were pretty much

the same. 

 

See here for more examples:

Kevin M. Kruse
@KevinMKruse

Replying to @KevinMKruse

With no difference on civil rights, white southern conservatives 
were now free to follow their natural connections (on low taxes, 
limited government, social values) to an increasingly 
conservative Republican Party. And they did!
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The vote on the 1964 Civil Rights Act is instructive.  

 

Almost all of the Southern Democrats were opposed to it. But all the Southern

Republicans were opposed to it too. 

 

As you can see, region mattered more than party. Within the south, racial

conservatism was bipartisan.

Personally, I find Biden's jokes and stories -- about how warm and gracious Jim

Eastland and Herman Talmadge were to him -- to be pretty awful. 

 

(My first book was on segregation in Atlanta. The Talmadges -- Herman and his

father Gene, both governors -- loom large in the story.)

Sen. Herman Talmadge (D-GA) was an outspoken, virulent segregationist as

governor -- watch this interview below -- and he didn't get much better when he

moved to the Senate.  
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Osita Nwanevu
@OsitaNwanevu

At his NYC fundraiser tonight, Joe Biden said that Georgia Sen. 
Herman Talmadge was "one of the meanest guys I ever knew." 
But, he added, "At least there was some civility. We got things 
done." 
 
This was Herman Talmadge, then governor of Georgia, in the 
mid-1950s.
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It's hard to believe, but Sen. Jim Eastland (D-MS) was even worse. 

 

Rick Perlstein
@rickperlstein

Biden's pal Eastland:  “we have been oppressed and degraded 
because of black, slimy, juicy, unbearably stinking n------ … 
African flesh-eaters. When in the course of human events it 
becomes necessary to abolish the Negro race, proper methods 
should be used...."
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These are not figures any politician should be reminiscing about.  

 

But Biden's point was that he could make friends with people who didn't share his

values. 

 

They were in his caucus, as he noted, so it wasn't "bipartisanship." But working with

them *was* an ideological stretch.

Listen to the American Conservative Union (@ACUConservative), the conservative

lobby which rated House and Senate members each year based on their votes. 

 

Like the ADA ratings for liberals, these are a great gauge for how conservative a

legislator was regarded at the time.

Here are the ACU's Senate ratings for Biden's first year in office, 1973. 

 

Eastland and Talmadge scored 77 and 76 (24th and 25th most conservative).  

 

Meanwhile, Biden scored a 9 (74th most conservative, between Ted Kennedy and

Hubert Humphrey).  

 

ACU Ratings
The ACU tracks a wide range of issues before Congress to determine which issues
and votes serve as a dividing line to help separate those members of the U.S.
House and Senate who protect liberty as c…

http://acuratings.conservative.org/acu-federal-legislative-ratings/?year1=1973&chamb…
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Here's 1974: 

 

 

 

Eastland is rated a 73, tied with Bob Dole; Talmadge slipped to a 43, a few spots

below Bob Taft, "Mr. Republican."  

 

Biden is a 6, tied with Ed Muskie. (The only people below them had zeroes.)

ACU Ratings
The ACU tracks a wide range of issues before Congress to determine which issues
and votes serve as a dividing line to help separate those members of the U.S.
House and Senate who protect liberty as c…

http://acuratings.conservative.org/acu-federal-legislative-ratings/?year1=1974&chamb…

Here's 1975: 

 

 

 

Eastland is a 70, not far behind Bill Brock and James Buckley (brother of William F.

Buckley Jr).  

ACU Ratings
The ACU tracks a wide range of issues before Congress to determine which issues
and votes serve as a dividing line to help separate those members of the U.S.
House and Senate who protect liberty as c…
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Talmadge closer to him again, at 63, tied with Howard Baker. 

 

And Biden is creeping up to 19, but still pretty far away from them both.

Again, there's plenty to criticize about Biden's relationship with Eastland and

Talmadge and other southern conservatives -- in *both* parties -- especially when it

came to the decade's debates over busing, affirmative action, etc. 

 

Here's one just now: 

 

Jake Tapper
@jaketapper

As @RonBrownstein just noted on @TheLeadCNN, it’s not 
entirely true that @JoeBiden opposed segregationists on every 
race-related issue; he worked with them on opposition to busing, 
see this @jeffzeleny piece: google.com/amp/s/amp.cnn.…
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Letters from Joe Biden reveal how he sought support of segre…
Joe Biden's road to a third presidential bid has been lined with a
series of explanations and apologies, illustrating the challenges of
cnn.com
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But, to be fair here, Biden's point -- that he worked with people with whom he

ideologically disagreed -- is born out by the record. 

 

Eastland and Talmadge were fellow Democrats, yes--but at the conservative end of

the party's diverse caucus, while Biden was at the liberal one.

But don't take my word for it, @TomCottonAR.  

 

Read the @ACUConservative rankings.
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