
Kevin M. Kruse 
9 Apr 19 • 14 tweets • KevinMKruse/status/1115712020899299328

@KevinMKruse

Once again, this is utter nonsense. 

Alexander Nazaryan
@alexnazaryan

Here is  @RealCandaceO  explaining why she called the Southern 
Strategy a “myth.” cc: Nixon historians  @rickperlstein  
 @NixonLibrary 

3,887 5:56 PM - Apr 9, 2019

2,484 people are talking about this

First of all, she says that the Southern Strategy is a "myth," when we have actual

documents from inside the Nixon administration and elsewhere on it.  

 

Here's just one example, a 1969 memo written by a young Lamar Alexander, who was

a White House aide:

Anthony Clark
@AnthonyJClark
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Not that @KevinMKruse needs my help, but here's a Nixon WH 
memo analyzing the disastrous Haynsworth nomination: "This 
confirmed the southern strategy just at a time when it was being 
nationally debated." 
 
(And yeah, the memo's author is _that_ 
Lamar.)nixonlibrary.gov/virtuallibrary…

373 12:19 AM - May 16, 2018

140 people are talking about this

Beyond those internal documents, it's something that Nixon strategists discussed

openly in the press at the time as well.  

 

Here's Nixon's strategist Kevin Phillips in 1973:

Lawrence Glickman
@LarryGlickman

Replying to @CharlesPPierce
And here's Kevin Phillips on the success of the "Southern 
Strategy" in 1973, presciently noting that it would far outlast 
Watergate as a significant factor in the realignment of American 
politics.  
 newspapers.com/clip/30432238/

264 5:59 PM - Apr 9, 2019

100 people are talking about this

Clipping from The Lawton Constitution - Newspapers.com
Clipping found in The Lawton Constitution in Lawton, Oklahoma on
Jun 21, 1973.
newspapers.com

Because of all that very real evidence, there are lots of books on the Southern

Strategy, ranging from contemporary works of journalism to recent works by

historians and political scientists.
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Second, she insists the two parties didn't switch roles on civil rights, which is again,

complete nonsense. 

 

Here's a thread I did on the larger arc, which is probably *the* main through-line in

20th c. American political history.

Kevin M. Kruse
@KevinMKruse

Replying to @KevinMKruse
Overview of the party realignment over civil 
rights:twitter.com/KevinMKruse/st…
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Kevin M. Kruse @KevinMKruse
Since @kanyewest's tweets have apparently made this topic 
unavoidable, some thoughts on the history of the parties' switch on civil 
rights.

1,369 3:20 AM - Aug 5, 2018

315 people are talking about this

Owens, predictably, points to the small number of congressmen who switched parties

as "proof" that the larger literature on the racial realignment is a myth -- even though

that isn't actually something historians and political scientists emphasize in the work

on this.

As I've noted here, Strom Thurmond *was* the only Southern Democratic Senator to

switch parties in 1964 ... because he was the only one who got a special deal that

preserved his seniority and thereby preserved his perks and power in the Senate.

Kevin M. Kruse
@KevinMKruse

Replying to @KevinMKruse
It's absolutely true that only a small number of southern 
Democratic congressmen switched parties while in office.  
 
I mean, this is the whole reason why Strom Thurmond's switch 
was such a huge deal at the time. It was historic because it was 
rare! twitter.com/KevinMKruse/st…

Kevin M. Kruse @KevinMKruse
Replying to @KevinMKruse
Notably, Senator Strom Thurmond -- the original Dixiecrat -- bolted 
from the Democratic Party to join the ranks of the Republicans.  
 
Importantly, he secured a rare deal with the GOP whereby he'd keep 
his seniority, and all the congressional power that came with it.
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See Kevin M. Kruse's other Tweets

That said, there were plenty of others who switched, especially if we look beyond the
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at sa d, t e e we e p e ty o  ot e s w o sw tc ed, espec a y  we oo  beyo d t e

outliers of senior congressmen and look at state and local politicians.

Kevin M. Kruse
@KevinMKruse

Sure, let's do this.twitter.com/DineshDSouza/s…

Dinesh D'Souza @DineshDSouza
Okay let’s see a list of the 200 or so racist Dixiecrats who switched 
parties and became Republicans. Put up or shut up 
twitter.com/rbartleby/stat…

35.3K 3:03 AM - Jul 3, 2018

12.3K people are talking about this

Again, though, individual politicians' switching parties isn't how scholars track this.

Larger trends are more important, and pretty obvious. 

 

We can, for instance, look at how the South and the nation as a whole switched its

vote over the course of the civil rights era.
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Or we can examine the Republican Party platforms over the course of the 1960s:

Kevin M. Kruse
@KevinMKruse

Replying to @KevinMKruse
The change was equally clear in the GOP platforms:  
 
In 1960, a lengthy, detailed section on civil rights. 

In 1964, only a few lines. 
In 1968, not a *single* mention of civil rights 
 
Here, read them yourself:presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?
p…presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?
p…presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?p…

1,750 4:48 PM - Jul 27, 2018
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Or we can consider the public polling on where the parties stood on matters of race

and civil rights:
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Kevin M. Kruse
@KevinMKruse

Replying to @KevinMKruse
Over time, conservatives succeeded in cementing a new identity 
for the GOP, with civil rights increasingly becoming a major 
distinction. 
 
This was evident in public polling at the time.  
 
In 1964, only 7% saw the GOP as better on civil rights. SEVEN. 
PERCENT. 

 
(from @edsall)

1,401 4:48 PM - Jul 27, 2018

226 people are talking about this

Or we can listen to former Republican strategists like Kevin Phillips and Lee Atwater,

or former heads of the RNC like Michael Steele and Ken Mehlman, all of whom noted

that the Southern Strategy was quite real:

Washington Post: Breaking News, World, US, DC News & Analysis
Breaking news and analysis on politics, business, world national news,
entertainment more. In-depth DC, Virginia, Maryland news coverage including
traffic, weather, crime, education, restaurant revie…

https://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/07/13/AR200507130234…

Instead of all that, Owens tells people to check out a Prager U video that "further

explicates" the idea that the southern strategy was a myth. 

 

Pretty sure she's talking about this one, which is hilariously bad.

Kevin M. Kruse
@KevinMKruse

I'd really rather stop talking about this, but the video at this link 
has nearly 10 million views now, so ... buckle up. 
twitter.com/prageru/status…

PragerU @prageru
The myth of the Southern Strategy is just the Democrats’ excuse for 
losing the South, and yet another way to smear Republicans with the 
label "racist.” 

l.prageru.com/2CgFns1
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You can take the Nixon archives, the word of GOP strategists and RNC chairmen,

party switches by politicians and region, the GOP platforms, polling data, and all the

rest. 

 

Or you can handwave all of it away and call the Southern Strategy a "myth" because

of a "Prager U" video.
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